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My Brother Knights:

As of this writing, our weather sure has taken a turn for what some may 
refer to as the ‘tundra’ of winter. One might venture to say that this is 
life in Vermont, but then again, others will say, wait five minutes and the 
weather will change. Either way, I hope that you are all keeping warm 
and safe. Speaking of safe, the numbers of the “Omicron” variant of 
COVID 19 appear to have peaked and may be declining, although this 
variant is more contagious than any other variants. 

Again, I ask you all to be safe and to take the necessary precautions needed to avoid spreading 
this virus further. If you are not comfortable with meeting in person with your Councils, please 
take advantage of a zoom session or some other means to meet. We need these gatherings so we 
may continue to do the work and charity of the Knights of Columbus and have the fellowship that 
is vital to our order.



HOUSEKEEPING:
By now all your Councils should have submitted the Form 1728A, the Annual Survey for Fraternal 

Activity. As I stated in my message last month, Supreme places a very high value on this fraternal 
survey as this is what keeps their and our tax-exempt status with the IRS. This form was due by 
January 31, 2022; if you have not filled your form out for your Council, PLEASE take a few minutes to 
do so as it is invaluable and most important.
Your Form 1295, Semiannual Council Audit is due February 15, 2022, so please get together with 

your Trustees and get this form 1295 filled out and sent to Supreme and to our State Forms Chair, 
Dennis Smith. It is vital to your Council to have this audit done every six months. Thank you in 
advance for getting this done in a timely manner.

PROPOSITION 5:
Within this State Newsletter this month, our State Chaplain, Fr. Tim Naples is informing all of us of 

the importance and seriousness of Prop 5. I will not go into any detail here in my message as Fr. 
Naples has covered the most important aspects of it. As your State Deputy, I am asking you in the 
name of the Knights of Columbus to write to your Senator(s) and Representative(s) in Montpelier to 
voice your opinion regarding Prop 5. As Fr. Ray Doherty, SSE said many times over and over, “we must 
respect life, from the womb to the tomb”. Let us all take these words to heart.

ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION:
We are still slated to have our annual state convention from May 13-15, 2022, at the Jay Peak Resort 
in Jay, Vermont. By now each Council should have received their credentials from our State Secretary, 
Jim Michael. Please be sure to vote on your delegates to the State Convention in a timely manner and 
get the information back to SS Jim Michael. The theme of this year’s convention is “THE POWER OF 
FATHERHOOD”.  As I have stated at many Council visits, the cost of the convention for this year and 
this year only will be extremely minimal for you as delegates as we have funds from the past two 
years due to the extreme success of the “300 Club” which is run by our Past State Deputy Moe Noel. 
Your committee for the convention has met several times already and continues to do so ensuring 
that everyone will have an enjoyable weekend at the Jay Peak Resort. The invitations have already 
been mailed out to every Council in the jurisdiction of Vermont. Please pay close attention to the 
amenities that the resort has to offer. It’s hard to believe that the convention is a mere two months 
away and much work must be done before that weekend. I would also ask each Council to seek out 
businesses in your local area to purchase an ad for the convention booklet which helps to offset the 
expense of the convention. Ask your pastor, your local funeral home, the places that your Council 
does business to help support the Knights. Please keep in mind that this is a State Convention and not 
merely the committee that is doing the bulk of the planning. For further information regarding this, 
please contact brother George Piette who is handling the convention booklet. Thank you. 

ST. JOSEPH ICON:
Supreme has sent two icons of St. Joseph to the State of Vermont to be sent to every Council within 
the State. Roger Dickinson has volunteered to take on the task of organizing this effort, so each Grand 
Knight needs to speak with Roger regarding the schedule for having this icon in their Council for a 
specific prayer program. Please ask your local pastor for his help with this and get it into your parish’s 
bulletin so the entire community will have access to this program. Keep in mind that this icon is taken 
from St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal, PQ and the icons have been blessed by Bishop Lori, the 
Supreme Chaplain for the Knights of Columbus. Thank you, Brother Roger Dickinson, for taking on this 
project.



• MEMBERSHIP:

•

• Congratulations are due to all of you 
for reaching the goal set forth by 
Supreme for the State of Vermont. As 
of 12/31/21 we took in 49 new 
members for the first half of the year. 
We need another 40 new members by 
June 30, 2022, to accomplish our goal. 
Everyone reading this must know at 
least one if not two Catholic 
gentlemen who would like to become 
a part of this fraternal organization 
with a large emphasis on charity. I ask 
you to please do your part to help our 
State grow in numbers.  Make a 
prayerful commitment right now to 
ask one person in the next week to 
join our ranks.

•

• That’s about all for this month and if 
you have any questions, concerns or 
issues, please feel free to contact me 
and we will do our best to help you.

•

• Vivat Jesus and fraternally,

•

• Steve Shover

• State Deputy



From your State Chaplain



Dear Brothers in Christ

I wish to summarize here a message I have already given to my parishioners and the State 
Officers regarding Proposal 5, a constitutional article that pro-abortion legislators are trying to put 
forward in a referendum to add to our Vermont Constitution. They seek to insert a so-called “right 
to personal reproductive autonomy.”

On the one hand we know that the legal jargon of this so-called right is more or less 
synonymous with “abortion on demand” during any month of pregnancy. On the other hand an 
important consideration should be made, precisely on the notion of autonomy as it is proposed. 
This word is being used in a manner which is nearly the exact opposite of the Catholic 
understanding of the Common Good.

I call your attention to the definition of this term in the Catechism, as described here in quotes 
from CCC 1906-1909 (emphasis added by me).

“By common good is to be understood ‘the sum total of social conditions which allow 
people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment more fully and more 
easily.’ The common good concerns the life of all. It calls for prudence from each, and even more 
from those who exercise the office of authority.”

There are three essential notes about the Common Good in the Catechism, highlighted by the 
following paragraphs.

“In the name of the common good, public authorities are bound to respect the fundamental 
and inalienable rights of the human person.”

“It is the proper function of authority to arbitrate, in the name of the common good, 
between various particular interests; but it should make accessible to each what is needed to lead 
a truly human life: food, clothing, health, work, education and culture, suitable information, the 
right to establish a family, and so on.”

And “finally, the common good requires peace, that is, the stability and security of a just 
order. It presupposes that authority should ensure by morally acceptable means the security of 
society and its members.”

In contrast to this well-developed Catholic moral tradition, a right to “autonomy” is asserted 
more and more in our times as a claim to throw off all moral restraints or obligations. It becomes a 
kind of moral relativism. Proposal 5 denies moral responsibility in this way, and seeks to glorify 
every individual’s “reproductive choices” at the very expense of the Common Good, possibly also at 
the expense of unborn children's lives.

I pray that this consideration is beneficial and encouraging for you all as we work to defend the 
lives of the unborn in our state, and so, with many other efforts, support the Common Good of all.

Vivat Jesus! In Christ,
Fr. Tim Naples, State Chaplain



STATE SECRETARY’S CORNER
February 2022

Dear Brother Knights!

January has been a very busy month for our jurisdiction as we start submitting our programs to the 
state program director (Bill), Anchor Award nominations, Family/Knight of the Year Nominations and 
continued work for the 124th State Convention.

Our 2nd Half of the FY 2021 – 2022 Per Capita Invoices have been sent to each Council Grand Knight 
and Financial Secretary via email.  Please let me know asap if you did not receive the email (GK/FS). 
We have already had a third of our councils provide remittance so thank you!  Financial Secretary's 
please remit your invoice asap.  This does NOT require council voting and part of the FS responsibility.

By now and thru February, each council (in good standing... meaning you sent in your per capita and 
completed the required forms that Supreme has requested) should be selecting their Delegates (2) 
and Alternates (2) to the 124th State Convention.  I included the Credential format below and will also 
send to each GK and FS.   Please type or print very clearly so there is no confusion on where to send 
the per diem/mileage checks.

Reminder – Anchor Award nominations are due by the end of February.  Please send your nomination 
packages to me (ROSEANDJIMMICHAEL@GMAIL.COM).   Typically, the nominations are a typed page 
or two on the candidates accomplishments (could be over several years, this is not just a fraternal 
year only accomplishment) and on why you/council are nominating the candidate.  Also, a few letters 
of testimony/recommendation are great, and any other 'media' such as news clippings, bulletins, etc
that demonstrate some of the wonderful things your nominee has done.   Our State Deputy is hoping 
each council has one nomination.  This is our top award at the State Jurisdiction level and we're very 
proud to award it and enjoy the banquet to honor the recipient!!  The nominee may be male or 
female, Knight of Columbus or NON Knight of Columbus. They need to be a resident of Vermont.

Lastly, as your state secretary, I am reaching out to every Knight in our State to see if you are 
interested in getting involved at the KOC State level!   We are blessed to have each council in our VT 
State Jurisdiction and therefore, need continued strong State committees.   In some cases, we only 
have a single Knight during the job that a team of Knights should be doing.  I'm a fan of the quote 
'Many hands make light work...' so I'm inviting you to join a committee...  Please consider!!  

mailto:ROSEANDJIMMICHAEL@GMAIL.COM




Worthy Brothers,

I hope this letter finds you well. I wanted to drop you a quick note and remind you that as your Council's 

do all of the excellent programs you all typically do , not to forget to submit them to me as you complete 

them. This will allow you to get all of your info down as you complete it and have it still fresh in your 

mind. Use the Form # STSP to record info and PLEASE submit a separate write up and pictures to 

increase your chances of winning an award at the State Convention. We don't do programs to get praise 

or recognition , but is nice when we are rewarded for the good deeds we do. The cutoff for submissions 

to me is March 30 2022 The State judging committee will be meeting in the first week of April to 

determine the winners in each category.

Please mail to me if possible , e-mail is OK as well , but I only have a black & white laser printer and 

you won't get as nice a presentation. I will accept ALL submissions for any award submissions in the 4 

categories:

-FAITH,  FAMILY,  COMMUNITY,  LIFE

I will also be accepting nominations for Family of the Year and Knight of the Year as well . I think each 

Council should have no problem

having a worthy submission for both of these two awards ! Also, your FS should submit to me the 

longest continuous serving Brother from your Council so that he can be recognized . This award is for 

continuous service , not First Degree date.

Also remember that the Star Council requirements have been changed for this Fraternal year, they are:

Columbian Award – for the Programs you all do ,reported on Form# SP-7 by June 30. Categories listed 

above and complete 4 programs in each category , 16 total required , Featured programs and Leave No 

Neighbor behind = 2 points each

McGivney Award – for Membership . 5% increase over last years member number on your roster.

Founders Award – for Insurance . No quota this year , Council must participate in at least 2 Online or in 

person approved Insurance benefit informational meetings New- Council must submit form # 11077

Safe Environment training - Required for specified leadership positions: Grand Knight , Community , 

Program and Family Directors

Also , Form #365 Service Program Personnel report and Form #1728 Annual Survey for Fraternal 

Activity must be submitted and all assessments paid to Supreme and State Councils.

Bill LaCroix

State Program Director / State Warden

644 Church Rd.

Colchester , VT 05446

802-881-2748

blacroix1@comcast.net

mailto:blacroix1@comcast.net
















Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

Brother John J. Nolan, 82 years of age, 25 yrs of service, 3rd Degree Knight

Sir Knight Merle D. Wheeler, 85 years of age, 30yrs of service, 4th Degree 

Knight.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 1157, Newport conducts the 4th Degree Chalice Ceremony at 
Memorial Service of SK Merle Wheeler on 01-06-2022
(L-R) SK George Piette, SK Richard Bruce, SK Gerard Raboin, SK Carroll Gorham, SK Gilles Berard, SK 
Maurice Brasseur, FN Andre Ricard, SK Normand Raymond

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html


Insurance Agent message
An Incredible Opportunity

A matter of great importance is the need for Knights of Columbus field agents in Vermont.  There is a 
goal for 2-3 new representatives to serve the membership and finally achieve full coverage.  We at the 
DiCalogero Agency have been working diligently in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont for 
the past 8 years.  This is a full time career position and is open to all members.

On a personal note, I can honestly say this job is amazing.  I get to spend my days helping serve 
Catholic families and even on a bad day I’m visiting with folks who share my values.  A truly one of a 
kind situation here in Vermont.  There is no required experience or education, it’s technically open to 
anyone – however it is not for everyone.  The first step is to see if it’s a good fit for you and your family.

PLEASE CONTACT ME if you are interested in hearing more or you can offer some referrals of practicing 
Catholic men that may need a career change.  There is more to say about this position than can fit in 
this bulletin.  I truly look forward to sharing that with you when we speak.  Thank you and God bless,

David Giuliani
802-272-6009
david.giuliani@kofc.org

Milton Council hosted an Exemplification on Jan 18th at St Ann.
Knights in the front row: Brock Rouse (New Milton Knight), Thomas Greci (New Richmond Knight), Geoff 
Conway (New Richmond Knight), Ed Malila (Presiding Officer), Chris Poirier (State Treasurer)
back row: Mike Boivin ( Warden), Mike Thompson ( Presenter of Charity & Rosary), Bill Rensch ( GK 
Richmond), Rich Cassano (Richmond Knight), Peter Lavallee ( Presenter of Unity & GK Milton) Gille Thibault ( 
DGK Milton) Roger Dickinson (Presenter of Fraternity) missed the photo



Join With Other Concerned

Vermonters

Thursday, February 3

12:00 Noon

State House, Montpelier

Vermont Right to Life has requested the State House grounds for a 

solemn gathering as the Vermont House takes up Proposal 5 for a final 

vote. Pro-lifers will be joined by supporters of Vermonters for Good 

Government and Vermont Family Alliance, and others who recognize that 

Proposal 5 will have dangerous repercussions for children, families, 

health care workers, and others.

By attending you will show your support for those courageous legislators 

who are fighting against Proposal 5 on your behalf. Please share with 

like-minded family and friends. Mark your calendars now. More details to 

come in the next few days, so stay tuned

~Final Opportunity~

Contact Your Representative(s)

Urge Them to Vote NO on Prop 5

The vote will be on Thursday, February 3. Contact your Representative(s) 

now and urge the to vote NO on Prop 5. You can call them at home, or 

click here to find your legislator's contact information at the State House.

https://vrlc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97c7b7644178786fd8c714fc0&id=10151f3471&e=66ec8da36b
https://vrlc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97c7b7644178786fd8c714fc0&id=17833d1dbd&e=66ec8da36b
https://vrlc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97c7b7644178786fd8c714fc0&id=39b5a5d191&e=66ec8da36b






Vocations   (RSVP)

The Knights of Columbus stand in solidarity with our priests and religious. Through this program, 
council and parish families will raise funds to support seminarians in their area. For every $500 given 
to an individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or assembly $100. The maximum refund 
a council or assembly can receive is $400 per individual supported. 

Though financial support is vitally important, it is not the only aspect of RSVP. Councils are also 
called to provide their “adopted” seminarian or religious aspirant with moral support and prayers 
for their success. 

Providing such support is easy and can be accomplished through a variety of efforts: At the end of 
each council meeting or event, take a moment to remember the seminarian you support. Send cards 
to your seminarian or postulate..  Ask the seminarian or postulate how your council can best assist 
him or her throughout the year.

Conduct various events in your parish and community in order to reach your goal! 

As a council, make a resolution to allocate a specific amount collected at various fundraisers for RSVP. 
This is a central aspect of RSVP and must be fulfilled in order to satisfy the program requirements. 
Immediately after your program is finished, complete the RSVP Report Form (#2863) andIf your 
council is considering supporting a seminarian.
Please contact me  for information on a seminarian or seminarians to support. You can E-mail me at 
gfbean44@yahoo.com. Or call at 862-8581. Also if you have already given financial support to a 
seminarian for the year (July 1, 2021- June 30, 2022 please send me a copy of form 2863 (RSVP form) 
.

Submit them to the Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Mission and State Vocations Chairman 
to obtain credit for your program. Remember to retain copies for your council records. 

Proudly display your RSVP participation plaque in your parish or council hall and continue to add 
to it by participating every year!
”Vocations are Everybody's Business” Pray for Vocations.

Vivat Jesus       
Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM
K of C State Vocations Director

http://kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/rsvp/2863-rsvp-refund-and-plaque-application.pdf




ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE  OF BURLINGTON

SEMINARIAN DIRECTORY

2021-2022

Seminary Address Year of Study Home Address

Mr. Gregory S. Caldwell Fourth Theology Mr. Gregory S. Caldwell

Saint Meinrad Seminary 30 Forest Road

200 Hill Drive Essex Jct., VT 05452

St. Meinrad, IN 47577

gscaldwe@gmail.com

Mr. Brandon Schneider Pastoral Year Mr. Brandon Schneider

St. Mary Parish Canon Law Studies 14 Bolduc Road

326 College Street Middlesex, VT 05602

Middlebury, VT 05753

bschneider@vermontcatholic.org

Mr. Eli Yandow Second Theology Mr. Eli Yandow

Saint Meinrad Seminary 3584 Lower Newton Road

200 Hill Drive Swanton, VT 05488

St. Meinrad, IN 47577

eli.yandow@gmail.com

Mr. Luan Van Tran First Theology Mr. Luan Van Tran

Saint Meinrad Seminary c/o Diocese of Burlington

200 Hill Drive 55 Joy Drive

St. Meinrad, IN 47577 South Burlington, VT 05403

Tranluan5687@gmail.com

Mr. Giang Vu First Theology Mr. Giang Vu

Saint Meinrad Seminary c/o Diocese of Burlington

200 Hill Drive 55 Joy Drive

St. Meinrad, IN 47577 South Burlington, VT 05403

vinhsongiangtl@gmail.com

Mr. Cale Bombardier Fourth College Mr. Cale Bombardier

Our Lady of Providence Seminary 935 Old Creamery Road

485 Mount Pleasant Avenue Williston, VT 05495

Providence, RI 02908

mrcatchyofish@gmail.com

Mr. An Hong Dinh English Language Studies Mr. An Hong Dinh

c/o St. John’s Seminary c/o Diocese of Burlington

127 Lake Street 55 Joy Drive

Brighton, MA 02135 South Burlington, VT 05403

johnb.hongan@gmail.com

Mr. Khoa Nguyen                     English Language Studies               Mr. Khoa Nguyen

c/o St. John’s Seminary                                                                       c/o Diocese of Burlington

127 Lake Street                                                                                    55 Joy Drive

Brighton, MA 02135                                                                           South Burlington, VT 05403

khoa@bu.edu

Mr. Loc Van VO                                                                                    Mr. Loc Van Vo

c/o St. John’s Seminary                                                                      c/o Diocese of Burlington

127 Lake Street                                                                                    55 Joy Drive    

Brighton, MA 02135                                                                           South Burlington, VT 05403

Vovanloc1994@gmail.com                      

mailto:gscaldwe@gmail.com
mailto:bschneider@vermontcatholic.org
mailto:eli.yandow@gmail.com
mailto:Tranluan5687@gmail.com
mailto:vinhsongiangtl@gmail.com
mailto:mrcatchyofish@gmail.com
mailto:johnb.hongan@gmail.com
mailto:khoa@bu.edu






DeGosbriand Council # 279 Feb 20th Breakfast

Join us on Sunday February 20th for an old fashioned all you care to eat pancake breakfast.   The 

breakfast feast will feature all of your favorites.  Bacon, sausage, scrambled eggs, blue berry pancakes, 

breakfast potatoes, French toast and more.  Coffee, juice, butter and real Vermont maple syrup are 

included.  

Admission is by donation with a suggested gift of $8 for adults and $6 for seniors and children.  

Breakfast will be served from 9:30 AM – 11:30 M in the parish center of St. Joseph’s located at 29 

Allen Street in the heart of the Old North End.  Hope to see you there! 



On Sunday, January 23rd, St. John Paul II Council #10417 and Bishop Robert F. Joyce Assembly 
#2609 jointly sponsored their annual Mass for the Unborn at St. Ann’s Church in Milton. Sir 
Knights from Assembly #2609 provided an Honor Guard. Pictured from left to right are Sir Knights 
Michael Thompson, GK Peter Lavallee, PSM Tom Curran, Dick Pepin, FN Roger Dickinson, Greg 
Berard and Color Corps Commander Ed Malila.

St. John Paul II Council #10417 and Bishop Robert F. Joyce Assembly #2609 

Fair Haven Council 810 holds it's 1st Charity, Unity Fraternity Degree. Council 810's prospect was 
going to be out of town for the next 4 or 5 months, instead of waiting until he returned, we set up a 
Charity, Unity Fraternity Degree in the Council Chambers. Members of the Degree Team were Father 
Chalifoux, Bob Shaw, Peter Laramie, Scott Clement, Dennis Perry and our new 3rd Degree member is 
Charles Cacciatore.

Fair Haven Council 810 



Forms Chairman message
Reports Now Due or Past Due

Two very important reports are due this time of year. On January 31, Form #1728, 

Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities, was due. As of January 28, I have received reports 

from four councils. Three assemblies have submitted a Form 1728C. Yes, each entity 

needs to submit a report to Supreme with a copy to your DD and a copy to me. This 

report is needed by Supreme to collect dollar amounts and hours of charitable works 

done by your members. It is a requirement for end-of-year awards. This is one report 

that we will be monitoring closely to be sure it is submitted by all councils.

The second report due soon, February 15 to be exact, is the Semi-Annual Council 

Audit. It is needed to keep your council in Good Standing and is a requirement for the 

bonding of your Financial Secretary. I have only received copies from three councils so 

far. There are approximately ten councils that have not submitted the audit that was due 

August 15 and some councils are delinquent more than one year. Assemblies do not 

audit now, only at the end of the fraternal year, due in August.

As long as we are discussing past due forms, three councils have not submitted a 

Form #185, Report of Officers Chosen for the Term, which was due July 1 and ten 

councils have not submitted a Form #365, Service Program Personnel Report, which was 

due August 1. I will be emailing the Grand Knights of those councils.

There are many other reports which need to be submitted as your council 

completes certain projects. These include things like Round Tables, RSVP, Food for 

Families and others. Perhaps this would be a good time to go to the list at KofC.org and 

see if there are reports you need to submit so your council gets credit for work done.

Vivat Jesus,

Dennis Smith, State Forms Chairman

movillesmiths@comcast.net





















Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE  March 1, 2022.

WEEK #1 
01/01/2022   # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 201 Mike Patnode/Luc Dupois 7669

$75.00 51 Linda Gosselin 2285

$50.00 132 Peter & Beth Laramie 810

WEEK #2 
01/08/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 162 Gregory Bolger 2284

$75.00 199 James Jones 11457

$50.00 138 David Austin 3664

WEEK #3 
01/15/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 38 Derek Fregeau 2284

$75.00 105 Micheael Hennessey 279

$50.00 9 Gille Thibault 10417

WEEK #4 
01/22/2022  # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 275 William E. Lynch 9146

$75.00 7 Peter Nero 917

$50.00 19 Leo Council #917 917

WEEK #5  
01/29/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 23 Linda Gosselin 2285

$75.00 14 Helga Nuttall 10830

$50.00 246 Roger Bell 2284

300 Club winners 

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com

