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Council 7525 Meeting Minutes

11 August 2022

1.  Call to Order 
Council was called to order by GK Mike Bullock at 7:00 PM. All assigned officers present except Worthy DGK Martin (excused), Worthy Warden Benson (excused), Worthy Chancellor Bouchard (excused), and Inside Guard Johnson. The Advocate position is open. Total attendees 17; 13 in person and 4 on Zoom. 
2. Opening Prayer 
Opening prayer was offered by Chaplain Fr. Naples
3. Pledge of Allegiance
Pledge of Allegiance was led by GK Mike Bullock. 
4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting 
Motion made by Tom Gravelin and seconded by Brad Chenette to accept the minutes of the previous meeting.  No discussion ensued and the minutes were approved.
5. Chaplain’s Message
Fr. Naples reminded the council of the two upcoming "40 Hours Eucharistic Adoration" events. The first is at Saint Anthony's Church in Burlington, August 18th-20th. The second will be at St. John Vianney church on September 15th-17th.  The main prayer intention is for the respect for all human life in Vermont, and the defeat of the Proposal 5 abortion referendum. Online sign-up can be made at https://signup.com/go/rkdrwqP 
Members and parishioners are urged to take at least one hour of Eucharistic Adoration during these events.
Fr. Tim also suggested the following prayers to the Archangels, Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael.
St. Michael the Archangel, loyal champion of God and His people, I turn to you with confidence and seek your powerful intercession.  For the love of God, Who made you so glorious in grace and power, and for the love of the Mother of Jesus, the Queen of the Angels, be pleased to hear my prayer.  You know the value on my soul in the eyes of God.  May no stain of evil ever disfigure its beauty.  Help me to conquer the evil spirit who tempts me. I desire to imitate your loyalty to God and Holy Mother Church and your great love for God and people. And since you are God’s messenger for the care of his people, I entrust to you this special request:  Give us Wisdom in our work for a Culture of Life. St. Michael, since you are, by the Will of the Creator, the powerful intercessor of Christians, I have great confidence in your prayers.  I earnestly trust that if it is God’s holy Will, my petition will be granted.  Pray for me, St. Michael, and also for those I love.  Protect us in all dangers of body and soul.  Help us in our daily needs.  Through your powerful intercession, may we live a holy life, die a happy death, and reach heaven where we may praise and love God with you forever. Amen. 

St. Gabriel the Archangel, I venerate you as the “Angel of the Incarnation,” because God has specially appointed you to bear the messages concerning the God-Man to Daniel, Zechariah, and the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Give me tenderness and devotion for our Mother, more like your own.  I venerate you also as the “strength from God,” because you are the giver of God’s strength, consoler and comforter chosen to strengthen God’s faithful and to teach them important truths.  I ask for the grace of a special power of the will to strive for holiness of life.  Steady my resolutions, renew my courage, comfort, and console me in the problems, trials, and sufferings of daily living, as you consoled our Savior in His agony and Mary in her sorrows and Joseph in his trials. I put my confidence in you. St. Gabriel, I ask you especially for this favor:  Give us Strength in our work for a Culture of Life.  Through your earnest love for the Son of God-Made-Man and for His blessed Mother, I beg of you, intercede for me that my request may be granted, if it be God’s holy Will.  Pray for us, St. Gabriel the Archangel.  That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Let us Pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, since You chose the Archangel Gabriel from among all the Angels to announce the mystery of Your Son’s Incarnation, mercifully grant that we who honor him on earth may feel the benefit of his patronage in heaven.  You live and reign forever. Amen. 

Holy Archangel Raphael, standing so close to the throne of God and offering Him our prayers, I venerate you as God’s special Friend and Messenger.  I choose you as my Patron and wish to love and obey you as young Tobiah did.  I consecrate to you my body and soul, all my work, and my whole life. I want you to be my Guide and Counselor in all the dangerous and difficult problems and decisions of my life. Remember, dearest, St. Raphael, that the grace of God preserved you with the good Angels in heaven when the proud ones were cast into hell.  I entreat you, therefore, to help me in my struggle against the world, the spirit of impurity, and the devil.  Defend me from all dangers and every occasion of sin.  Direct me always in the way of peace, safety, and salvation.  Offer my prayers to God as you offered those of Tobiah, so that through your intercession I may obtain the graces necessary for the salvation of my soul. I ask you to pray that God grant me this favor if it be His holy Will:  Give us holiness to live out a Culture of Life. St. Raphael, help me to love and serve my God faithfully, to die in His grace, and finally to merit to join you in seeing and praising God forever in heaven.  Amen. 

Finally, Fr. Tim recommended we read the Book of Tobit to learn more about Archangel Raphael. 
6. Grand Knights Report 
See the Minutes and the Newsletter.

Check the Newsletter for opportunities to serve. Note: shed project at SJV is postponed.  PSD, PGK, PFN Don Sutton looking for cribbage player. Bob Wilkens likes company, too.

Our Council continues to conduct a First Friday Holy Hour. The next will be on 2 SEP at 3 PM. Please sign up to lead a decade.

Work on the shed at SJV scheduled for this week is postponed to further assess what is needed.

GK received a link from our new State Deputy on training for council officers.  GK will provide link to any officer interested in taking this training.

Interment for Dr. Benner's ashes went well.  Special thanks to Fr. Tim, Peter Beauregard, Peter Walsh, and Jay Benson for their efforts.

St. Jude parish will be a holding a Sermon on the Mount at Mt. Philo on Sunday afternoon at 5:30. Please arrive by 4:30 if interested in helping set up. Bring your own picnic dinner.
The Funeral for Jack Beatty will be next WED at 1100 at St John Vianney followed by burial in Resurrection Park Cemetery. 

Funds are needed to advertise the defeat of Prop. 5. Donations can be given to Fr. Tim.

Letters of thanks were received from Vt. Cath. Charities and COTS ($200.00 each)

Letter of thanks received from Vt. Cath. Comm. Foundation for recent 10K installment of our pledge.

Council received an invitation to a banquet at Camp TKT for Aug.27th.  Details on how many can attend will be forthcoming.

Inspire Now banquet will be held on Sept.8th at 5:30PM.  The new Ultrasound van will be on display.

GK made belated Knight of the Month presentation to Tom Gravelin (from last April).
 7. Financial Report
Financial Secretary Report. 

Investment account: Balance as of 11 Aug. is $400,546.43. To date, 80% of the $100K pledge has been paid to the Vt. Catholic Community Foundation.
Treasurer report. Balance as of 11 Aug. is $10,607.84 with 2 checks yet to clear.
8. Membership Report
No new members were reported for membership.
9. Other Reports
SJV Craft Fair:  Bro. Dick Labrecque is looking for one or two people to take over running the annual craft fair at SJV.  This year, the date set for the fair is Nov. 12th.  Duties include contacting the crafters and setting up the parish hall.  Bro. Dick has all the details and is willing to work with whomever is willing to help.  He can be contacted at 363-2746.

The Shriners are running a bingo this Sunday (8/14) at the Essex fairgrounds and could use some help.  Doors open at 11AM. If you have a couple of hours to spare, please consider helping.  Task will likely consist of selling pop-open tickets. The Shriners are a big sponsor of our annual Camp TKT Super Bingo.

Tom Gravelin shared a letter from St. Anne's Shrine that donations up to $70k will be matched by an anonymous donor.  Our budget does not have a line item for the Shrine this year.  It was suggested that if every council made a $50 dollar gift to the shrine, the total matched amount could rise to $4000.00.  GK will contact the State Deputy to inquire if this could be passed to all councils from the State Council level.

10. Unfinished Business
None.
11. New Business
Will the Council vote to move up the start of the business meetings from 7 to 6:30 PM going forward?
Motion By: Brad Chenette

Seconded By: David Bean and Bob Wilkens

Discussion: Dick Stevens raised the point that the time is set by our by-laws and changing the time would require a change that would first need the approval of the Supreme Council.  GK stated that the wording of our by-laws includes the words "or at such time mutually agreeable to the members.".  This will give the council time to try out the change before finalizing.  The meal, if continued, would also need to be moved up by 30 minutes.

Vote was called and all approved of the change.
District 3 Officer Installation 14 SEP 6PM at SJV after 5PM Mass.  Refreshments will follow in the gym next door.  Members are also invited to view a film in The Search series at 7 PM in the Church Hall (basement), on Our Faith and the beliefs of the Catholic church.
12. Good of the Order
Knight of the Month Award; July DGK Dave Martin

Family of the Month Award; July Stephen and Theresa Aube
13. Lecturer’s Reflection
The Lecturer offered a reflection on St. John Vianney followed by the song Prayer to St Francis
14. Grand Knight's Summary
If you need something-call one of us or call the office. This includes visits, rides to meetings or Church, or services.
If you are doing good works, let our Program manager, Ted Barrett know about it for our Star Council Award. Ted can complete Form 10784 and SP7. 
Please consider saying the Rosary Daily for those indifferent or hostile to the Gospel and for the cause of Life and the defeat of Article 22.
15. Closing Prayer
Closing prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney was offered by Chaplain Fr Tim Naples for the following intentions.
Marilyn LeCount, Cher Racine, Steve Shover, Dick and Sandy Stevens, Joe Donegan, Beth-Ann Prendergast, Dick Labrecque, Mariette Nadeau, Jeff and Kay Jarvis, Tom Gravelin, Rick Gravelin, Joan Foley, Chuck Schifilliti, Gerry Seney, Robert Gravelin, Keith Marston, Sue Cottrell, Gary Howe and Family, Parker Yvonne Lyon (Granddaughter of Tom Gravelin) and mom and dad Ellen and Garrett, sister Clara Lynn, Amy and her mother, (22 year old woman fighting cancer at Dana-Farber), Kevin and Chad Limoge, Vickie Linton, George Stevens, James Read, Richard Waite, Robert Morris, Gene Tofferi, Mike and Pam Audette, Joe Myers and Family, Jeffrey Claude Danis and family, Tom Westropp, Andrew Bolognani, PSD/PGK Don Sutton, Ray Miller, Stuart Fath, David Bullock (chemo), Harold Ponto, Wally Rooney, Bob Wilkens, Ed and Theresa Curtiss, the people of Ukraine and an end to the war, the Families of all of our faithfully departed brothers, friends and relatives, all clergy and religious, victims and families of COVID-19, First Responders, peace in Eastern Europe, the defeat of the "Personal Reproductive Liberty Amendment" in Vermont, and for new Members to join the Order.

Prayers for the repose of the souls of Sir Knights Jack Beatty and Leonard Giles and their families. May they all rest in peace. May their families be comforted by the promise of everlasting life in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Closing Prayer
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
16. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM.
Attendance: A total of 17 members attended.  Officers not attending were the Advocate and Dep. Grand Knight.
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