Council 7525 Meeting Minutes

13 October 2022

1.  Call to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by GK Mike Bullock. Present were all officers except the Inside Guard and Trustee Brad Chenette (excused),twelve in person and 5 online for a total of 17 attendees.
2. Opening Prayer 

Opening prayer and Vespers were led by Fr. Tim Naples
3. Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by GK Mike Bullock.
4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting (08 September 2022) were transmitted to all members.

Motion made by Dick Labrecque and seconded by Dave Martin to accept the previous meeting's minutes.  Revision of meeting date in header was the only change.

The minutes were approved as amended.
5. Chaplain’s Message
A Prayer Book was introduced to be used for Vespers and a request was made that each day be closed with the Lord's prayer and the canticle of Mary (Luke 1:46-55).

Fr. Tim also mentioned that the US Bishops have recommended a devotion to Eucharistic Adoration.  The council will investigate incorporating a Eucharistic Holy Hour prayer service during the monthly First Friday adoration at SJV.

Fr. Tim also thanked members for the support given to the ordination service and the 40 hr. Eucharistic Adoration last month.
6. Grand Knight's Report 
See the Minutes and the Newsletter.  Check the Newsletter for opportunities to serve.
There is an opportunity to get credit towards the Founder’s award by attending a webinar. Preregistration is required. We need at least 7 to tune-in to get the credit.

Looking for volunteers to cook, clean, or set up for a breakfast at St Jude. Open/possible dates are Nov. 13th and Dec. 11th.  Please let GK know which dates works best so a date can be finalized.  Discussion ensued on how to advertise to attract as many people as possible.  One suggestion was to advertise in the diocese's Inland Sea and/or Vermont Catholic publications.

Our Tootsie Roll drive is ongoing.  This weekend's drive will be at SJV after each Mass.  The recent drive at St. Jude's raised over $400.00.  Jay Benson will be checking with St. Catherine's for a drive date in Shelburne.

We will be planning a Christmas party for the Council and the People with Special Needs. Your help will be needed.  Dave Martin will check the parish calendar for available dates that do not conflict with the Family Formation program or the Exemplification of the 4th degree on Dec. 3rd.

Stand by for a chance to work on the Christmas Creche. It needs paint and a way to anchor it against the wind.  Jay Benson stated that the wheel cowls would be ready before the creche is put out.  Dave Martin said he would supply the paint.  A broken Plexiglas pane needs to be replaced.  Fr. Tim stated that the parish would cover the cost of the Plexiglas if the council would install it. There was a discussion about adding a plaque to commemorate the original builder of the creche; Leonard Robear.
Our Council continues to conduct a First Friday Holy Hour. The next will be on 4 NOV at 3PM. Please sign up to lead a decade.

The State Council's Anchor Award will be held on Feb. 4th, 2023, in honor of Jim Candon of the Rutland Council.  Jim was the long-time coordinator for the annual Scholarship Award sponsored by the VT State Council. 

A new webinar from the Supreme Council will be broadcast on Oct. 20 at 8PM.  Per PSD Steve Shover, members are encouraged to tune in as this is expected to affect the by-laws of the Order and all subordinate councils.
7. Financial Report
Financial Secretary Report. 

Investment account is $341,884.72

Dues notices will be going out soon.  The FS asked if notices should be sent to the current PO box or to the parish street address.  The FS and Treasurer are looking to cancel the PO box when it expires next spring to save costs and have a second mailbox (160A?) installed at the church.  Dave Martin would collect any mail daily for this box.  It was decided to keep the PO box until it expires and allow time for the new address to take effect.

Treasurer report. 

Council account stands at $8,199.39 not including outstanding checks that have yet to clear.
8. Membership Report
None.  

GK did state that SD Jim Michael has asked all councils to hold a membership drive before the end of the year.
9. Other Reports
None.

10. Unfinished Business
None.

11. New Business
Steve Shover mentioned that the Ronald McDonald House bingo will be holding a Christmas bingo (with meal included) on Dec. 20th.  Steve is asking for donations ($300-500)from the council and/or members to pay for regular games.  The current council budget does not have a line item for this.  The officers will investigate whether a withdrawal from the investment account could be used for this and propose a recommendation (warning) for the membership to consider.

Due to low participation from local crafters, this year's SJV Craft Fair (scheduled for Nov. 12th) has been canceled.

12. Good of the Order
Knight of the Month Award: DCN Josh McDonald

Family of the Month Award: DCN Patrick and Lisa Leduc
13. Lecturer’s Reflection
Worthy Lecturer Bernie Prendergast gave a reflection on St. Theresa of Lisieux followed by the song Our Lady of Fatima.
State Officer Reports
No State Officers were present.  However, Steve Shover announced that DD Bill Lacroix is planning a council visit in November.
14. Grand Knight's Summary
If you need something-call one of us or call the office.

If you are doing good works, let our Program Director, Ted Barrett know about it for our Star Council Award.

Please consider saying the Rosary Daily.

Ask someone you know to join the Knights. Have a card on hand for the online application.

15. Closing Prayer
Before proceeding to the closing prayer, let me ask:  Does any brother know of a member of this council, or brother of the Order, who is sick or in distress? Tom Gravelin mentioned that his neighbor Sonny Orfe had died. 
Tom Buzzell, Russell Waite, new care facility for Andrew Bolognani, Kelly Jackson (daughter of late PGK Jeff Jackson), PFN Bill Ladd, PGK Bernie Hemond, Marilyn LeCount, Cher Racine, Dick and Sandy Stevens, Joe Donegan, Beth-Ann Prendergast, Mariette Nadeau, Jeff and Kay Jarvis, Tom Gravelin, Rick Gravelin, Chuck Schifilliti, Gerry Seney, Robert Gravelin, Keith Marston, Sue Cottrell, Gary Howe and Family, Parker Yvonne Lyon (Granddaughter of Tom Gravelin) and mom and dad Ellen and Garrett, sister Clara Lynn, Amy and her mother, (22 year old woman fighting cancer at Dana-Farber), Kevin and Chad Limoge, Vickie Linton, George Stevens, James Read, Richard Waite, Robert Morris, Gene Tofferi, Mike and Pam Audette, Joe Myers and Family, Jeffrey Claude Danis and family, Tom Westropp, Andrew Bolognani, PSD/PGK Don Sutton, PGK Ray Miller, Stuart Fath, David Bullock, Harold Ponto, Wally Rooney, Bob Wilkens, Ed and Theresa Curtiss, the people of Ukraine and an end to the war, the Families of all of our faithfully departed brothers, friends and relatives, all clergy and religious, victims and families of COVID-19, First Responders, peace in Eastern Europe, the defeat of the "Personal Reproductive Liberty Amendment" in Vermont, and for new Members to join the Order.

Prayers for the repose of the souls of Sonny Orfe (Tom Gravelin’s neighbor) Jordan Carpenter (step-grandson of PSD Dan McAvinney) Marianna Rose Donegan and Father Charles D'Avignon. May their families be comforted by the promise of everlasting life in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael J. McGivney 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
16. Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 7:37PM

Attendance: All officers except Guards and one Trustee were present.  In all (including Zoom attendees), a total of 18 members took part in the meeting.
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