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Dear Brother Knights!

'Why is it that anytime we speak of temptation we always speak of 

temptation as something that inclines us to do wrong.  We have 

more temptations to become good than we do to become bad.'

- Blessed Bishop Fulton Sheen

This past weekend, our VT Jurisdiction held its Mid Year District Deputy Conference. The meeting 

was held at St. John Vianney Church from 8am to 2:30pm.   In attendance was:  RGD Brandon 

Brown, SD Jim Michael, IPSD Steve Shover, SS Chris Poirier, SA Elijah LaChance, SW Bill 

LaCroix, DM David Ely Sr, SMD Ed Nuttall, AMD Keith Billado, DD1 Michael Patnode, DD2 

George Piette, DD3 Bill LaCroix, DD4 Chris Poirier, DD5 Joe Kelly, DD6 Richard Powell (Virtual), 

DD7 Bill Scott, DD9 Jim Candon.  GK Dan St. Hilliare, GK Gille Thibault, DGK Michael 

Hennessey, DDM David Ely Jr, FA David Giuliani.  Chaplain Fr. Tim Naples stopped by in the 

beginning and at the end of the conference due to his attendance and Celebration of the March of 

Life Mass at St. Augustine's church in Montpelier.  NOTE:  Several of our State Officers have 

'double or triple responsibilities' for the State.



Please see the summary of the meeting from your District Deputy or from our WSS Chris Poirier.  I 

strongly encourage every Knight to at least glance thru the summary. The meeting was focused on 

membership growth (best and worst) practices, what is working and what is not, as well as updates on 

programs, Resolutions, 125th State Convention, Compliance, etc.     Please realize that several of the 

charts have been complied after months of reviews and discussions with the GK, DD, Chaplain/Priests 

and membership chairs from councils with strong membership growth and with councils with poor 

membership growth.  We wanted to 'deep dive' into what support is needed going forward and actions 

available even for those with little time.   I want to note though that most of our councils, even several 

councils with low membership growth continue to host and sponsor charitable activities, fraternal 

events and Eucharistic/Faith based programs!  Vermont has always done well with our programs, 

Church and Charity support and fraternal activities

Here are a few key items I like to highlight:

1. Our  Assistant RGD Brandon Brown announced his promotion to full RGD of the Southeast 

jurisdiction.   We are going to miss Brandon.  He has been a terrific advocate for the VT KofC, 

provided excellent training over the years and is a personal friend to many of us.  We wish him the best 

of luck!

2.  Our RGD Brandon presented our IPSD Steve Shover with the Circle of Honor State Award for FY 

21-22.  It is the first time in our 125 years that VT has met or exceeded all the objectives required of the 

COH!!  IPSD Steve proudly accepted the award and thanked his fellow State Officers, DD'S, GK'S and 

every Knight in the State!   

It is going to be tight this FY (22-23) to achieve this high honor... most of our metrics are within 

reach... Membership is going to be tough.. .we have 36 new members and need to get to 100.

3.  Membership Growth:    I can type all day on our discussions on council membership growth.. the 

good and the not so good...   but I'll try to net out the highlights...  

The good:  Several councils and districts continue to serve our State by strong membership growth 

plans/results, communication and activities... church bulletins, regular engagement with their parish 

priest and/or Chaplain, NOT GIVING UP, etc.!

The not so good:  Well, we all know VT's demographics...  95K registered Catholics with only 10K ish 

attending Mass, Not much new industry in VT, especially in the outer regions of the State.  The growth 

is mostly in the higher population areas which is not surprising...  Some councils say they are getting 

too old to reach out or they already talked to 'everybody', no engagement with their Priest, etc.    In the 

conference summary as well as many email communications from both myself and SMD Ed Nuttall, 

we have highlighted the simplest to the more organized events avail for membership! Your State 

Officers WANT to help... ask us!  We have some limited funds avail to help sponsor a coffee hour for 

after Mass, etc.

4.  Leadership:    This is one of my personal focus points.   Every Knight in our State needs to realize 

that we have outstanding, wonderful, faithful Catholic men volunteering their time and energy to assure 

the Vermont KofC Jurisdiction remains robust, maintains a strong charitable outreach, vocations and 

student support, Priest and Parish support, etc.  However, it is becoming the same story of the same 

Knights doing the work...  As I noted, 3 of our State Officers have double or triple duty.. meaning they 

are a state officer, DD and/or GK, State Chair, etc.   We're all pretty active in our home councils and 

districts.  Several of our DD's are on a 2nd or 3rd rotation  in this position.    Why??  Because we don't 

have enough men stepping up and out to take a run thru any of these positions. 



This is not just a VT issue btw... our RGD Brandon took us thru a presentation on reasons that council 

members are not moving up to council officer positions, districts, state chairs/programs and state 

officers...   too busy, too old, too many kids, swamped at job, etc.   Ok, I am not going to judge.. we 

need YOUR help... please work with your GK and DD to see what leadership opportunities you can 

help with!

5.  What are we doing that is 'fun' and family orientated?  DD Bill was the first to bring this up (I 

believe it was in response to my comment about the reason I joined the Knights was to enjoy fraternity 

with Catholic men and families while we served the church (ok, I updated that bit from what I actually 

said but close enough)).  Anyway, DD Bill's point is that he challenges each of us to sponsor and 

establish more family based KofC events, even at the State level so strength our bonds council to 

council, district to district, etc.    I fully agree!  I'll ask each council to brainstorm some ideas for family 

events... bowling night?  Attend a Lenten prayer service as a family/council, council family dinner?  

Etc.   I'm sure the pandemic kept many of us away from even thinking of participation but we're moving 

forward, right?

6.  Ladies program:  I like to thank my wife Rose Michael, Michelle LaCroix, Retha Piette and Marcy 

Kelly for participating in our Ladies' Program.     For the Ladies program, they worked on a 125th

Convention project for the Banquet, watched a DVD of Mother Teresa 'No Greater Love' and I think did 

a rosary or another prayer.   BTW, the Ladies Program for the 125th Convention is shaping up to be 

outstanding (as usual)!

7.  Lastly for key highlights from the Mid Year Conference... We discussed several 'tools' that may be 

used for councils to identify opportunities and actions for membership and overall council health --

round robins/brainstorming and SWOT analysis (Identifies council strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 

and threats).  See the sample SWOT that our WSS Chris placed in the meeting summary.

In conclusions for my February VT KofC Magazine update, I pray for and thank those that attended the 

Montpelier Life Events Day.  Fr. Tim said it was well attended and overflowing at lunch.  This event 

date was announced after, we secured the date/location and attendance for our Mid Year.  

Please help our State and the 125th Convention Committee by selling ads for the convention which will 

be held at Stowe Flake Resort on Friday 4/28 thru Sunday 4/30.

I hope to see many of you this upcoming weekend, Saturday February 4th at the Rutland Elk's Club to 

celebrate our 2022 Anchor Award Recipient Jim Candon!!    See WSA and WGK Elijah LaChance if 

you have any questions.

God Bless and Vivat Jesus!

Jim Michael (State Deputy)





The attached Holy Hour Book was inspired by the Eucharistic Revival. I tested it with Council 7525 

when some members did their monthly hour-shift at my parish 1st-Friday day of adoration. They liked 

the Rosary.

In a month or so I will see if there is a good opportunity to make professionally printed booklets for 

distribution.

C:\Users\noelm\Downloads\KofC Holy Hour Blogpost.pdf

Now, for a question: How often have you spent an hour in the Church, not for Mass, but 

just to pray in the presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist?

This tradition of a “Holy Hour” is very common when a parish offers Eucharistic 

Adoration. But a Holy Hour may be made in any open church, even when Eucharistic 

Adoration is not taking place. A group may do a holy hour together, even if the parish 

priest is not leading the prayers or doing exposition.

I have now compiled a "booklet" for the purposes of holy hours organized by Knights 

of Columbus in our churches.

While the booklet came about because of the strong encouragement of the Knights of 

Columbus Supreme Council - that men in local councils would schedule, advertise, and 

lead group holy hours in their parish churches - all the contents in this booklet are 

entirely appropriate for private prayer too.

You may find the booklet in the new post of my blog, UbiPetrusVT.com. If hyperlinks 

are working, this link will download the simple text. Print it in various formats, like this 

2-sided booklet format, for your personal use at home or in church, or your communal 

use for a Holy Hour in your local church.

Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Tim Naples

Dear Brothers in Christ,

The next video in my series of Reflections on the Holy 

Eucharist is posted online. All the videos are available on my 

YouTube Channel, or this playlist link.











An Incredible Opportunity

A matter of great importance is the need for Knights of Columbus field agents in Vermont.  There is a 

goal for 2-3 new representatives to serve the membership and finally achieve full coverage.  We at the 

DiCalogero Agency have been working diligently in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and 

Vermont for the past 10 years.  This is a full time career position and is open to all members.

On a personal note, I can honestly say this job is amazing.  I get to spend my days helping serve 

Catholic families and even on a bad day I’m visiting with folks who share my values.  A truly one of a 

kind situation here in Vermont.  There is no required experience or education, it’s technically open to 

anyone – however it is not for everyone.  The first step is to see if it’s a good fit for you and your 

family.

PLEASE CONTACT ME if you are interested in hearing more or you can offer some referrals of 

practicing Catholic men that may need a career change.  There is more to say about this position than 

can fit in this bulletin.  I truly look forward to sharing that with you when we speak.  Thank you and 

God bless,

David Giuliani

802-272-6009

david.giuliani@kofc.org

District Master Report

Greetings Faithful Navigators, and Faithful Comptrollers,

I hope that your Fraternal year is going well. I hope by now you have submitted your 

form 1728C, Annual Survey of Fraternal Activities. Don’t forget to submit your IRS 

form 990-N. The next form due is Form 186 Officers Chosen, which is due by the end 

of June. How is your Assembly doing? Are you active? Are you recruiting? Are you on 

the road to earning the Star Assembly Award? If no, why not? If there has been any 

changes to your Officers list , let me and Supreme know. Mark your calendars, there 

will be an Exemplification of the 4Th Degree on August 19, 2023  in Rutland. Complete 

information coming soon. Have a safe Winter,

David Ely, DM



Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

To all Brother Knights that have passed away last month.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 



Message from State Program Director

I hope this letter finds you well. I wanted to drop you a quick note and remind you that 

as your Council's do all of the excellent programs you all typically do , not to forget to 

submit them to me as you complete them. This will allow you to get all of your info 

down as you complete it and have it still fresh in your mind. Use the Form # STSP ( 

attached ) to record info and PLEASE submit a separate write up and pictures to increase 

your chances of winning an award at the State Convention. We don't do programs to get 

praise or recognition , but is nice when we are rewarded for the good deeds we do. The 

cutoff for submissions to me is March 31 2023 .The State judging committee will be 

meeting in the first week of April to determine the winners in each category.

Please mail to me if possible , e-mail is OK as well , but I only have a black & white 

laser printer and you won't get as nice a presentation. I will accept ALL submissions for 

any award submissions in the 4 categories at ANY TIME :

-FAITH –FAMILY –COMMUNITY -LIFE

New - ASAP (Aid & Support after Pregnancy) program -2 credits as featured program -

under LIFE

I will also be accepting nominations for Family of the Year and Knight of the Year as 

well . I think each Council should have no problem

having a worthy submission for both of these two awards !

NEW this year - Chaplain of the year . A new and vey overdue award category . It goes 

without saying that each Council should have a very worthy submission in this category , 

I have attached a simple form to this e-mail , but please feel free to send in additional 

info to make your submission that much stronger.

Also, your FS should submit to me the longest continuous serving Brother from your 

Council so that he can be recognized . This award is for continuous service , not First 

Degree date.

Please remember that the Star Council requirements have not been changed for this 

Fraternal year, they are:

Columbian Award – Fill out form #SP-7 4 programs in each 4 categories . Featured 

Programs = 2 points each



McGivney Award – for Membership . 6% increase over last years member number on 

your roster.

Founders Award – for Insurance . Council must participate in at least 2 Online or in 

person Insurance benefit informational meetings with 7 attendees Council must submit 

form # 11077

Safe Environment training - Required for specified leadership positions: Grand Knight , 

Community , Program and Family Directors

Also , Form #365 Service Program Personnel report and Form #1728 Annual Survey for 

Fraternal Activity must be submitted and all assessments paid to Supreme and State 

Councils.

Please note: Anchor award submissions are separate from these above award 

submissions. Anchor award submissions are to be submitted directly to the State 

Secretary - Chris Poirier by end of February on the 28th

Again, let me reiterate , I will accept any and all submissions as your Council completes 

them.

Reach out to me if you have ANY questions on the awards

I look forward to seeing the award submissions flow in and hope to have so many great 

submissions that it takes the committee hours to judge them!

Thank you and Vivat Jesus!

Fraternally,

Bill LaCroix

State Program Director

644 Church Rd.

Colchester , VT 05446

802-881-2748

blacroix1@comcast.net































Jeffrey Brosseau Grand Knight of 

Winooski St Stevens Council #2284 , 

receiving the Star Council award 

plaque from DD#3 Bill LaCroix

Dan St. Hilaire, Grand Knight and his 

Council of Burlington -Degoesbriand 

Council #279 , receiving the Star 

Council award plaque from DD#3 Bill 

LaCroix.

As you are aware , Star Council is given to those Councils that achieve their Membership , 

Program and Insurance goals for the Year and also are Safe Environment training compliant 

. Star Council achievement also gets the Council a rebate of one half of their Supreme per 

Capita.



St. John Paul II Council 10417

Exemplification Night Left to right:

Gille Thibault GK, Tim Downs, Knight Chef, Peter Lavallee PGK, Deacon Paul Vocations 

Chairman,

Brain Sumner New Knight, Fr. Feltz Chaplain, Mike Boivin Warden, Mike Thompson Advocate, 

Roger Dickinson Recorder, Bob Kelm PGK, Mike Patnode DD, Scott Wise Chancellor, Ed Malia 

Membership Director
Next our first Sunday sit down breakfast money raised is for one of our 

School Scholarships







Rosary Council #4684
Richmond

Rosary Council 4684 is pleased to announce that the recipient of our
2022 Fr. Gerard P. LeClerc Memorial Scholarship is Katie Niekrewciz,

the daughter of Paul and Mary Niekrewciz of Williston VT. The $1000 college scholarship 
award was recently presented to Katie following the 10:30 AM Sunday mass at 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Williston by the council's Grand Knight Bill Rensch. In 
an effort to promote and encourage the practice of our faith among young adults, Rosary 

Council sponsors a college scholarship each year to the members of IHM and Holy 
Rosary parishes. Our congratulations go out to Katie and we pray that she is successful in 

her academic pursuits.

Dear Worthy Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries,

The South Burlington Knights of Columbus are once again hosting a Super Bingo to benefit Camp Ta 

Kum Ta. As you probably already know, Camp Ta Kum Ta is a week long summer camp for children 

either with cancer or have had cancer. The South Burlington Knights have been involved with Camp 

since its inception by Ted Kessler, many years ago. Our goal this year is to raise $50,000.00 to give to 

Camp Ta Kum Ta. In order for us to achieve this goal, we are looking for sponsors, or sponsorships for 

the various games that will be played that day. So, we are looking to you to sponsor either a $500.00 or 

$1,000.00 game that day. We will have your name or company name listed for all five hundred people 

who hopefully will be in attendance that day, which by the way is Sunday, April 23, 2023.

If you would like to help us out with being a sponsor, please make your check payable to: S. Burlington K 

of C/Camp Ta Kum Ta and mail it to my attention at106 Marions Way, Williston, VT 05495

Thank you in advance for your continued support of this great cause.

Sincerely,

Steve Shover

Immediate Past State Deputy

South Burlington Knights of Columbus















Fr. Boivin Council #5041

Fr. Boivin Council #5041 took part in a Rosary Walk for Life held at Most Holy Name 

of Jesus Parish in Morrisville on Saturday, January 21. Eight council members, 

including Chaplains Fr. Jon Schnobrich and Fr. Paul Sayaha, joined other parish 

members in silent prayer while circling the church led by a statue the Blessed Virgin 

with all knights who were able taking turns carrying the palanquin.
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300 Club winners.

WEEK #1  12/17/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 183 Roger Dickinson 10417

$75.00 259 Most Holy Trinity #7763 7763

$50.00 239 Charles Trybus 2284

WEEK #2  12/24/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 164 Donald Sutton 7525

$75.00 255 Larry Gould 2832

$50.00 200 Bernard LaRocque 7669

WEEK #3  12/31/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 36 Msgr. Richard Lavalley 2284

$75.00 40 Brian Senecal 2284

$50.00 278 Dominic DiCicco 2946

WEEK #4  01/07/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 240 Don Brunelle 2284

$75.00 31 Deborah DeLabruere 2025

$50.00 271 Louis St. John 2610

WEEK #5  01/14/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 131 John Ludden 2946

$75.00 150 Michael Rouleau 399

$50.00 189 Bishop Rice Assembly #1793 2946

WEEK #6  01/21/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 139 Bill & Donna Scott 3664

$75.00 14 Helga Nuttall 10830

$50.00 5 Brad Chenette 7525

WEEK #7  01/28/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 66 Jim & Rose Michael 279

$75.00 120 Richard Dunseith 7324

$50.00 182 Stan Bagdon 4684



Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE February 1, 2023


