Council 7525 Meeting Minutes

9 FEB 2023

1.  Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order by GK Mike Bullock at 6:30PM.
2. Opening Prayer 
Vespers were led by Chaplain Fr. Tim Naples.
3. Pledge of Allegiance (USA)
Pledge of Allegiance was led by GK Mike Bullock. 
4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting 
Motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting was made by PSD Steve Shover and seconded by Dick Labrecque
There was no discussion and the minutes were approved without change.
5. Chaplain’s Message
· Fr. Tim announced the completion of the Holy Hour booklet.  The booklet was used at the recent holy hour and was well received.  The booklet will be made available to other councils if they wish to cover the cost of printing.

· The first meeting of the Knights of Columbus Catholic Ministries Fund will soon convene to decide how, and to which, Catholic organization/ministry the first $10K grant will be awarded.
6. Grand Knights Report 
· See the Newsletter. (Newsletter done on Website)
· Breakfast at St Jude 12 FEB 2023 0800-1200. We need help to set-up, cook, serve and clean-up. Our new recruiting banner will be displayed and we will have Invitation Cards for prospective members.
· Council Audit due 15 FEB 23 and is scheduled to be completed this week for an on-time submittal.
· We are looking at regular bingo at St John Vianney. Refer to Other Reports below. The biggest hurdle to overcome to make this happen is getting enough crew to volunteer and commit to being there every month. Let our committee chairman Ray Michaud know if you would commit to work every month to make it a success. 

· Summer BBQ for St Jude Round Table parish is in the planning stages. Discussions with pastor and council officers to settle on a date.  Date may likely be after July 1st as associated costs for this event are not in the current budget.
· Officers will also be contemplating a summer party for People with Special Needs and report/propose a date to the council.  This event is also not in the current budget.

· GK requests inputs and suggestions for Council Knight and Family of the Year to submit to the State Council for recognition.
7. Financial Report
Financial Secretary Report. 
Investment Acct.: $374,335.58

$680.00 in dues have been received thus far with approximately $600 still due.  Th
Treasurer Report. 
Council Acct.: $6,875.10.  A request was made to include monthly expenses and income for future reports.

A new "company" in the council Quick Book has been created specifically for the Camp TKT Super Bingo.  This "company" will record all expenses and income associated with the Super Bingo and provide better viability and control of the Super Bingo funds. 
8. Membership Report
No report this month.
9. Other Reports 

Super Bingo:  
· Meeting with the Delta hotel is scheduled for next Wednesday.

· Payment system has been augmented with a scanner system.  This will eliminate the need for personal checks and the possible problems they can bring.

· Diocese has been contacted to include an ad in the Inland Sea publication.

· Meeting of committee was held on 6 Feb.  PR Chair  Jake Cunavelis is working to prepare a short video  with interviews to promote the Super Bingo.
Council Bingo:

Council 7525 has expressed interest in restarting its bingo at the parish center at St. John Vianney church.  Since the council sold its bingo console to the Ronald McDonald House, new or used equipment must be procured.  
OPTION 1

One of the initial considerations was to purchase the unused equipment at St. Mark's parish in Burlington.  A team visited St. Mark's to inspect this equipment for possible use. The ball mixer and blower was in working condition and the flashboard did illuminate.  However there were no clear instructions on how to program the console and run the various bingo games.  
OPTION 2

Other Vermont councils were also suggested to be checked for availability of used equipment.  However no points of contact have been identified at this time.  Recommend GK contact other council GKs to inquire about bingo equipment availability.
OPTION 3

Best Bingo in Colchester was contacted for a quote on a new bingo console and equipment and the following was received.

Bingo console (programmable):  


$14,622.00

8 foot flashboard with LED lamps:


  $5,642.00

8 ft. flashboard stand




     $479.00

                             





--------------

                             





$20,743.00
Bingo balls add about $100.00. 
OPTION 4

An internet search was made to assess other bingo systems and the following possible alternative was found.  The company name is BingoPro with customers in both the US and Canada.  According to their website( https://bingopro.com/us-en/testimonials/), their customers include Senior Centers, VFW, Salvation Army and others).  Equipment costs are summarized below.

· Bingo console (programmable):


$1,495.00

· 5 foot flashboard:




$2,099.00

· 5 ft. flashboard stand:




   $379.00

                         





--------------









$3,973.00

Bingo balls add about $100.00
OPTION 5

Another option would be to use the equipment now owned by the Ronald McDonald House at the Essex fairgrounds.
After discussions, it was agreed that Options 1 and 3 will not be further pursued due to either high risk or high cost to the council.  GK stated he would canvass other GKs inquiring if any other council has unused, but serviceable bingo equipment.

Although Option 5 is still viable it was agreed that holding the bingo in the parish center would likely draw a larger crowd as many players are within walking distance.

Steve Shover indicated that the council could use the extra unused monitors that the RMH bingo has in its storage.

Another option of utilizing other bingo halls was discussed but these are also remotely located.

One other expense not listed above is a programmable cash register.  This would add another $800.00 (estimated) to the equipment needed.

Insurance Agent
Another webinar is scheduled for 7:30PM on March 2nd. The council needs 7 attendees to satisfy the qualifications for  the Founders Award.  Registration can be completed on-line.

10. Old Business
The Msgr. Ball golf tournament (now called the Jesus Open) is scheduled for May 20th at the West Bolton Country Club.  Please let Brad Chenette know as soon as possible if you would like to participate on a team.

11. New Business (new motions) 
WARNING: 
1) Shall Council 7525 pay to farmer Ronnie Sweet $500-$600 to assist him in paying for modifications to make his home accessible to his disabled mother-in-law?
After some discussions, this item was tabled.  The requester was referred to Age Well for suggestions.
2) Shall Council 7525 sponsor a $500 or $1,000 Game during the Super Bingo for Kids with Cancer in support of Camp Ta Kum Ta?  This is not in the Budget.
Discussion:  Letters to various local businesses and all councils have been sent out requesting sponshorships for the bingo games.  In just the past twoweeks, $1200.00 has been received and more sponsorships are  expected.  Since this is not in the current budget, it was recommended that the council postpone this warnng until the date of the bingo.  This warning was also tabled.

Dick Labrecque reminded everyone that the local barbershop quartets will be out on the 14th to provide singing valentines.  Cost is $50 (good for two songs) for your sweetheart.
12. Good of the Order
Knight of the Month Award; Bernie Pendergast
Family of the Month Award; Phi Nguyen and Hau Ha
13. Lecturer’s Reflection
The Worthy Lecturer provided a short reflection on St. Valentine followed by the song One Day At A Time
District Deputy Report/message: Not present
State Deputy Report/message: Not present
14. Grand Knight's Summary
If you need something-call one of us or call the office.

Make time to visit our Knights who are ill or shut in.  

If you are doing good works, let our Program manager, Ted Barrett know about it for our Star Council Award.  Do you have the Invitation Cards in your wallet?  Do you encourage Catholic gentlemen to join our council?

Please consider saying the Rosary daily.
15. Closing Prayer
The following prayer intentions are made.
Most Reverend Christopher Coyne, Mother-in-law of Ronnie Sweet, Bill Curtin, Niko Limnos,  Rev. Msgr. Peter Routhier, William Cannon and Family, Michael Gravelin, Mark and Paulette Noyes and Family (esp. Levi age 5), John O’ Brien, Cheryl Allain, Andy Corologos, Claire Myers and Carol Alfred (cancer), Russell Waite, Kelly Jackson (daughter of late PGK Jeff Jackson), PFN Bill Ladd, PGK Bernie Hemond, Marilyn LeCount, Cher Racine, Dick and Sandy Stevens, Joe Donegan, Beth-Ann Prendergast, Mariette Nadeau, Jeff and Kay Jarvis, Tom Gravelin, Rick Gravelin, Chuck Schifilliti, Gerry Seney, Robert Gravelin, Keith Marston, Sue Cottrell, Gary Howe and Family, Parker Yvonne Lyon (Granddaughter of Tom Gravelin) and mom and dad Ellen and Garrett, sister Clara Lynn, Amy and her mother, (22 year old woman fighting cancer at Dana-Farber), Kevin and Chad Limoge, Vickie Linton, George Stevens, James Read, Richard Waite, Gene Tofferi, Mike and Pam Audette, Joe Myers and Family, Jeffrey Claude Danis and family, Andrew Bolognani, PSD/PGK Don Sutton, PGK Ray Miller, Stuart Fath, David Bullock, Harold Ponto, Wally Rooney, Bob Wilkens, Ed and Theresa Curtiss, one anonymous brother knight, the people of Ukraine and an end to the war, the Families of all of our faithfully departed brothers, friends and relatives, all clergy and religious, victims and families of COVID-19, First Responders, peace in Eastern Europe, that pregnant women will choose life, and for new Members to join the Order.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Jean Trahan and Verna Barrett and for their families.

Pray also for all the victims who have died in the Ukraine War and for our dear departed.  May they rest in peace. May all the faithfully departed rest in peace and may their families be comforted by the promise of everlasting life in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Closing prayer (canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney was led by  
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
16. Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 8:13PM
Attendance: All Officers except the DGK and one Trustee (both excused) were present.  A total of 16 members (including Zoom participants) were in attendance.
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