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Dear Brother Knights!
'In almost nine cases out of ten, those who 
have once had the Faith but now reject it, or 
claim that it does not make sense, are driven 
not by reasoning but by the way they are 
living'
- Blessed Bishop Fulton Sheen

As a Brother Knight of Columbus living in Vermont, why should 
you focus or care about our membership growth??   Is that why 
you or I joined the Order... to increase membership and to feel 
that 'pressure' of increasing membership?   Your answer is 
probably 'no'.  



You joined the Knights to engage fraternally with Catholic men, to 
contribute to your council's charitable outreach, to support your 
Parish and Priest, to help spread the Faith and communicate 
Catholic beliefs to the community.   Moreover, you may have joined 
the Knights of Columbus to participate in enjoyable events – family 
outings, meals/celebrations,  golf/sporting events, etc. etc.  We are 
able to do these events (and in fact, VT is usually near the top of 
our Region in terms of programs and events) because some council, 
some district, some Knight takes a leadership role and helps 
organize his Brother Knights in common cause.    

Our VT KofC Jurisdiction has the challenge this fraternal year 
(7/1/22-6/30/23) to contribute over $338000 dollars to charities 
(e.g.  VCCCF, Camp O'Hagan, Special Olympics, Camp TaKumTa, 
Catholic Charities, Catholic Schools, Parishes, Kurin Hattin Homes 
for Children, Scholarships, Pregnancy Centers, etc.),  AND 
contribute over 92000 hours of charitable time!   We are well on 
our way to accomplish this!  One more item I'll add...  our 
membership growth this FY is around 42 Knights vs a target of 100 
new Knights.  However, due to death, transfers, Knights leaving the 
Order/Church we have lost in the order of 100 Knights or more... so 
even with new Knights joining our councils, we are still losing a net 
number of Knights each FY, sadly.

Back to my first question.....  why should we focus or care about our 
membership growth?  Simple, to assure we continue as a healthy, 
viable Catholic Fraternal organization that has leaders, doers, 
participants and planners, in order to assure our mission to the 
Catholic Church.   Take the time, to appreciate and enjoy the 
success we have within our councils and order... 



it is always amazing to see and hear the great things we contribute 
to our communities, state and world but ask yourself if you care 
enough about these things to take a minute or two once in a while 
to reach out to a friend, a parishioner, a family member and ask 
them to join your Order!  

I have a few other comments to share...

I do want to thank you, my Brother Knights for all the great 'works' 
you have done this FY so far!!  I typically receive several council and 
district newsletters each week and read thru every one of them.  It is 
so impressive what you do!    I was in a meeting with his Excellency 
Bishop Christopher Coyne and State Chaplain Fr. Tim Naples a few 
weeks ago.  Our Bishop humbly brought up a great point... we were 
discussing many of the charities and events the Knights of Columbus 
sponsor in VT.  Our Bishop is very appreciative of our efforts.   He 
emphasized to me that many if not most of our Catholic Charities 
are ONLY supported by the Catholic Church and/or the Knights of 
Columbus.  That's it.. there are no additional sources of funding that 
many of our other wonderful charities in the state have at their 
disposal.   Catholic Schools, VT Catholic Charities, St. Joseph's 
Nursing and Retirement Home are a few examples of charities that 
are for a large part wholly dependent on the Church or Knights of 
Columbus for charitable funds.  This is one reason why I am asking 
councils to consider your continued (or first time) giving to our 
Knights of Columbus VCCCF.  Please see the letter that State 
Chaplain Fr. Tim has recently sent out to GK's and DD's.  I will be 
arranging a meeting within the next several weeks between myself, 
Chaplain Fr. Tim, Diocese rep – Ellen Kane and DD's 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 
to discuss where this FY's VCCCF disbursement should go i.e. which 
charity(charities). 



As a reminder, we agreed that each FY's meeting will alternate 
between even and odd numbered DD's to assure coverage and 
representation across the State.

Councils, please submit your fraternal activity form 1728 if you 
have not already done so... we have about a dozen councils out of 
36 left, who still need to submit.  

Also, last but not least, once again, please join me in congratulation 
our FY21-22 Anchor Award recipient – James Candon!   His award 
ceremony was Feb 4th in Rutland. Great job by Council 232 and 
District 9.

Hope all my Brother Knights are getting excited for our 125th State 
Convention.  We do NOT yet know who our Supreme Rep will be.

Who have you asked to join the Knights recently??  :  )

God Bless and Vivat Jesus,

Jim Michael (State Deputy)





Dear Brothers:
Your State Chaplain has been at work 
posting resources online. Please take 
note of the three items this month.

1. My next video of Reflections on the Eucharist is posted. 
(Exact link: https://youtu.be/-0kmEdB7VkQ)

2. I have reiterated the appeal to all councils' memberships 
to consider a generous commitment to the Knights of 
Columbus Catholic Ministries Donor Advised Fund. Note 
that District Deputies will soon help us decide which 
Catholic Ministries should be supported this year. (Materials 
at ubipetrusvt.com/kofcfund)

3. Updated posters have been made showing the Pro-Life 
Pregnancy Care Centers and Clinics (PRCs), under the theme 
Knights for Life. There have been several "rebranding" PRC 
names. But the good work they do is still the same. (Check it 
out at https://ubipetrusvt.com/knights4life/prcsvt/ as 
shown)

Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Tim Naples

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48e3e_dM7mE&list=PLPhaJuyvd13f7D9pGUeK5LCCZH6RBPEd-
https://youtu.be/-0kmEdB7VkQ
http://ubipetrusvt.com/kofcfund
http://ubipetrusvt.com/kofcfund
http://ubipetrusvt.com/kofcfund
https://ubipetrusvt.com/knights4life/prcsvt/












Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

Brother Thomas O'Brien, age 79, 32 year member

Fr. Pierre E, Boivin Council 5041 Morrissville

To all Brother Knights that have passed away last month.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html


Message from State Program Director

I hope this letter finds you well. I wanted to drop you a quick note and remind you that 

as your Council's do all of the excellent programs you all typically do , not to forget to 

submit them to me as you complete them. This will allow you to get all of your info 

down as you complete it and have it still fresh in your mind. Use the Form # STSP ( 

attached ) to record info and PLEASE submit a separate write up and pictures to increase 

your chances of winning an award at the State Convention. We don't do programs to get 

praise or recognition , but is nice when we are rewarded for the good deeds we do. The 

cutoff for submissions to me is March 31 2023 .The State judging committee will be 

meeting in the first week of April to determine the winners in each category.

Please mail to me if possible , e-mail is OK as well , but I only have a black & white 

laser printer and you won't get as nice a presentation. I will accept ALL submissions for 

any award submissions in the 4 categories at ANY TIME :

-FAITH –FAMILY –COMMUNITY -LIFE

New - ASAP (Aid & Support after Pregnancy) program -2 credits as featured program -

under LIFE

I will also be accepting nominations for Family of the Year and Knight of the Year as 

well . I think each Council should have no problem

having a worthy submission for both of these two awards !

NEW this year - Chaplain of the year . A new and vey overdue award category . It goes 

without saying that each Council should have a very worthy submission in this category , 

I have attached a simple form to this e-mail , but please feel free to send in additional 

info to make your submission that much stronger.

Also, your FS should submit to me the longest continuous serving Brother from your 

Council so that he can be recognized . This award is for continuous service , not First 

Degree date.

Please remember that the Star Council requirements have not been changed for this 

Fraternal year, they are:

Columbian Award – Fill out form #SP-7 4 programs in each 4 categories . Featured 

Programs = 2 points each



McGivney Award – for Membership . 6% increase over last years member number on 

your roster.

Founders Award – for Insurance . Council must participate in at least 2 Online or in 

person Insurance benefit informational meetings with 7 attendees Council must submit 

form # 11077

Safe Environment training - Required for specified leadership positions: Grand Knight , 

Community , Program and Family Directors

Also , Form #365 Service Program Personnel report and Form #1728 Annual Survey for 

Fraternal Activity must be submitted and all assessments paid to Supreme and State 

Councils.

Please note: Anchor award submissions are separate from these above award 

submissions. Anchor award submissions are to be submitted directly to the State 

Secretary - Chris Poirier by end of February on the 28th

Again, let me reiterate , I will accept any and all submissions as your Council completes 

them.

Reach out to me if you have ANY questions on the awards

I look forward to seeing the award submissions flow in and hope to have so many great 

submissions that it takes the committee hours to judge them!

Thank you and Vivat Jesus!

Fraternally,

Bill LaCroix

State Program Director

644 Church Rd.

Colchester , VT 05446

802-881-2748

blacroix1@comcast.net

mailto:blacroix1@comcast.net
















VOCATIONS

Through the Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) the Knights of Columbus has cultivated this 

spiritual soil for more than 40 years. While the order has a number of vocations programs, RSVP is the 

primary program through which councils, assemblies and circles provide financial and moral support to 

men and women preparing for the priesthood or religious life, and every council, assembly and circle is 

encouraged to participate.

RSVP allows councils and assemblies to “adopt” one or more seminarians or postulants and provide 

them with financial assistance and moral support.

The intent of RSVP is to demonstrate support for individual seminarians. RSVP support is not solely 

financial aid, and councils are asked not to base their support on the financial needs of the seminarian. 

All seminarians are worthy of support through RSVP by virtue of the fact that they are discerning a 

religious vocation, not because of their financial situation.

Please remember that with RSVP, Knights provide more than financial support; members write 

letters to the seminarians or postulants, sponsor dinners for them, invite them to join the council 

and, most importantly, pray for vocations.

Please support our seminarians through our RSVP program which is both moral and financial support. 

Under this program, councils and assemblies make an annual minimum donation of $500 or more to an 

individual seminarian or postulant to help with expenses. The sum must go to a single qualified person; 

it may not be divided or apportioned to more than one recipient. Councils and assemblies can sponsor 

more then one seminarian or postulant if their resources permit. For every $500 donated, the council or 

assembly is eligible for a refund of $100.

Our (RSVP) Scholarship money is used by seminarians and those in religious formation for books, car 

insurance and maintenance, travel during vacations, clerical clothing, emergency expenditures and 

other living expenses.

I ask that all our councils work with me as your State Vocations Chairman to ensure the proper and 

complete implementation of the RSVP program to ensure that every seminarian sponsored by the 

diocese is included in the RSVP program. 

Please contact me for information on a seminarian or seminarians to support or men and women who 

are novices or postulants in religious orders or religious communities.

You can E-mail me at gfbean44@yahoo.com Or call at 862-8581. Also if you have given financial 

support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 22 - June 30, 23) and have not sent me a copy, please send 

me a copy of form 2863 (RSVP form) .

”Vocations are Everybody's Business” Pray for Vocations.

Vivat Jesus

Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM

State Vocations Director























Worthy DD's, GK's and FS's,

It's that time of year again - time for the Vermont State Free Throw Contest! This 

year, the contest will be hosted by Bristol's Bishop Robert F. Joyce Council 

#10535 at Vergennes High School Gymnasium.

Please find the schedule for the 2023 State Free Throw Contest attached below. 

It contains addresses and the times for registration.

A couple of notes:

This year, the competition will occur in two waves: 9-11 year olds will compete at 

the same time on 6 nets, and then awards will be given out for that age group. 

12-14 year olds will then compete and the awards will be given out for that age 

group. This is a bit different than past state competitions, but it should be faster, 

prevent too much stress on the competitors, and make the event more exciting at 

the end because there will still be lots of people on hand to applaud the age 14 

winners!

There will once again be prizes for the winners in addition to their trophies - we 

are still working out the details, but they should be awesome!

Please make sure your district winners either a) bring their 

applications/scoresheets with them from their local/district competition, b) get 

them sent ahead to Gary Russell, our coordinator for the year (cc'd on this email), 

or c) get them to me as State Youth Director. Please call me at the number on the 

schedule if you have any questions.

A special word of thanks to Gary and to our host DD, Bill Scott!

I look forward to seeing you and your winners at the State Free Throw 

Competition this year!

Vivat Jesus!

Elijah





Brother Knights

If you would like to reach out to my Supervisor directly with any questions or comments you 

may do so by writing to: “Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors. c/o IAR Supervisor Group. One 

Columbus Plaza, 19th Floor. New Haven, CT 06510”. Additionally, you may also contact my 

Supervisor by emailing kofcfunds@kofcassetadvisors.org. Please include the name of your 

Investment Adviser Representative in your message.

This communication is provided by Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors for informational 

purposes only. Investing involves the risk of loss and investors should be prepared to bear 

potential losses. No portion of this commentary is to be construed as a solicitation to buy or sell 

a security or the provision of personalized investment advice.

Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, LLC (“KoCAA”) is an SEC registered investment adviser 

that maintains a principal place of business in the State of Connecticut. For information about 

KoCAA’s business operations, please consult the Firm’s Form ADV disclosure documents, the 

most recent versions of which are available on the SEC’s Investment Adviser Public Disclosure 

website at www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. KoCAA is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Knights of 

Columbus, the world’s largest Catholic Lay Organization.

Knights of Columbus representatives are not licensed to provide specific legal and/or tax advice. 

Before purchasing one of our products or making a withdrawal, surrender, exchange, transfer, or 

other change to an existing insurance or annuity contract, always consult with your personal 

legal and/or tax professional to discuss how this will affect your specific financial situation.

mailto:kofcfunds@kofcassetadvisors.org
http://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/




Dear Worthy Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries,

The South Burlington Knights of Columbus are once again hosting a Super Bingo to benefit Camp Ta 

Kum Ta. As you probably already know, Camp Ta Kum Ta is a week long summer camp for children 

either with cancer or have had cancer. The South Burlington Knights have been involved with Camp 

since its inception by Ted Kessler, many years ago. Our goal this year is to raise $50,000.00 to give to 

Camp Ta Kum Ta. In order for us to achieve this goal, we are looking for sponsors, or sponsorships for 

the various games that will be played that day. So, we are looking to you to sponsor either a $500.00 or 

$1,000.00 game that day. We will have your name or company name listed for all five hundred people 

who hopefully will be in attendance that day, which by the way is Sunday, April 23, 2023.

If you would like to help us out with being a sponsor, please make your check payable to: S. Burlington K 

of C/Camp Ta Kum Ta and mail it to my attention at106 Marions Way, Williston, VT 05495

Thank you in advance for your continued support of this great cause.

Sincerely,

Steve Shover

Immediate Past State Deputy

South Burlington Knights of Columbus

Bishop Rice Council 2946

Bishop Rice Council 2946 will be having a Take out only 

Spaghetti and Meatball dinner on April 15th. 

Location at St. Pius X church in Essex.

Cost of $13 for adult and $8 for children 12 and under. 

Please contact Ron Rice at 802-879-6989 for reservation or 

questions. walk ins are welcome.



Vergennes 3664 & Middlebury 642.

Pictures Exemplification Feb 19th at Vergennes 3664 with Middlebury 642. State 

Membership Directory Ed Nuttall and Chaplin Father Marchand in attendance. 

New Vergennes Knight Isaac Kuchar and Mike Nolan new elected Middlebury 

Grand Knight attaining their 3rd Degree. Luncheon following prepared by Knight 
Dennis Senesac and wife Jean.









Bennington Council 307

Knights of Columbus Council 307 Bennington held new membership 

ceremony welcoming 3 new members to the council.. New members 

receiving their 3rd degree are Nick Raetzer, Alex Dee, and Evan 

Yadeski. Also attending were members of the parish and family 

members of the new Knights. Grand Knight David Clark led the 

program and also attend from the council were Dan Amadon Financial 

Secretary, Jeff Fortier Treasurer, Warren Roaf Lecturer, Michael Daly 

Chancellor and Henry Simpatico member. Refreshments were served 

and all in attendance welcomed the new Knights to the council. 



Deacon Paul Garrow , Deacon Phil Lawson, Fr John Fletz
Deacon Phil visited Saint Ann’s Church the weekend of February 
18 th his Sermon was “Encounter , Accompany and Mission” ( 
with joy )

Our first 10:30 coffee pastry get together at Saint Ann’s Church.
Hosted by the Lazzaro Family
Larry ( Council 10417 Trustee ) Wife Aly and Daughter Angela
Second photo , Mrs. Kelm , Aly , Angela , Larry Lazzaro and Mrs. 
Miller





Tim Downs , Peter Lavallee , Mike Thompson , Kevin 

Stanley , Ed Malila , Steve Shover , Pat Noel , Roger 
Dickinson

Left to right -Fr John Feltz, Gille Thibault , Guy 

LaPlume, Roy Parrotte, Ed Malila, Bill McSweeney

























The Vermont Senate will vote soon on S. 37, legislation that 

unfairly targets Vermont's Pregnancy Resource Centers

Call Your Senator(s) today and urge them to vote 

NO on S. 37

You can find their contact information here. https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/search/2024

You can also call the State House in Montpelier at 802-828-2228. Please be prepared to give your name and town and 

leave a simple message: Vote No on S. 37.

(The phone lines may well be tied up, but please keep trying!)

Our Vermont Pregnancy Centers need our support! Senate 

bill, S 37 An act relating to legally protected health care 

activity and regulation of health care providers, is a bill that 

specifically targets Vermont’s Pregnancy Resource Centers 

(PRCs). S.37 contains provisions that would have a chilling 

effect on each of Vermont’s Pregnancy Resource Centers and 

their ability to keep the doors open to young girls and women 

who wish to carry their children to term, and either parent or 
place their babies for adoption..

The hostility toward the good work of our seven PRCs in 

Vermont is difficult to understand given the excellent rating 

their clients give to the services they provide, the fact that all 

of their funds are donated by concerned local supporters, and 

the fact that not a single complaint has ever been filed against 
them.

Ironically, S.37 contains no provisions for oversight of 
Vermont’s abortion clinics.

https://vrlc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97c7b7644178786fd8c714fc0&id=7534b6730d&e=66ec8da36b
https://vrlc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97c7b7644178786fd8c714fc0&id=407a172b24&e=66ec8da36b


The bill also contains provisions that undermine parental rights over 

the medical care of their children and opens the door for adults as well 

as minors to come here from out-of-state – even those states that 

require parental involvement such as New Hampshire and 

Massachusetts to name a few.

As Vermont Right to Life spokespersons warned, passage of Proposal 

5/Article 22 is being interpreted as a mandate for Planned 

Parenthood’s most extreme agenda on anything related to “personal 

reproductive autonomy.” That agenda includes closing the Pregnancy 

Resource Centers, getting unfettered access to minors for abortions 

and “gender affirming care” without parental interference, and much 

more.

Contact your Senator(s) today and urge them to VOTE NO ON S.37.

Again, you can find their contact information 

here. https://legislature.vermont.gov/people/search/2024

You can also call the State House in Montpelier at 802-828-2228. 

Please be prepared to give your name and town and leave a simple 

message: Vote No on S. 37.

(The phone lines may well be tied up, but please keep trying!)

https://vrlc.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97c7b7644178786fd8c714fc0&id=d4db588288&e=66ec8da36b


300 Club winners.

WEEK #1  12/17/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 183 Roger Dickinson 10417

$75.00 259 Most Holy Trinity #7763 7763

$50.00 239 Charles Trybus 2284

WEEK #2  12/24/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 164 Donald Sutton 7525

$75.00 255 Larry Gould 2832

$50.00 200 Bernard LaRocque 7669

WEEK #3  12/31/2022 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 36 Msgr. Richard Lavalley 2284

$75.00 40 Brian Senecal 2284

$50.00 278 Dominic DiCicco 2946

WEEK #4  01/07/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 240 Don Brunelle 2284

$75.00 31 Deborah DeLabruere 2025

$50.00 271 Louis St. John 2610

WEEK #5  01/14/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 131 John Ludden 2946

$75.00 150 Michael Rouleau 399

$50.00 189 Bishop Rice Assembly #1793 2946

WEEK #6  01/21/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 139 Bill & Donna Scott 3664

$75.00 14 Helga Nuttall 10830

$50.00 5 Brad Chenette 7525

WEEK #7  01/28/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 66 Jim & Rose Michael 279

$75.00 120 Richard Dunseith 7324

$50.00 182 Stan Bagdon 4684

WEEK #8  02/04/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 243 Stanley Baranowski 421

$75.00 180 Marcel Moreau 7669

$50.00 293 Ron Rice 2946

WEEK #9  02/11/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 35 Michael Daigle 2284

$75.00 297 Michael Noonan 5041

$50.00 14 Helga Nuttall 10830

WEEK #10  02/18/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 186 Jay Benson 7525

$75.00 74 Francis Russell 10241

$50.00 49 St. Paul's Church 4

WEEK #11  02/25/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 122 Raymond Tardiff 297

$75.00 271 Louis St. John 2610

$50.00 217 Ryan Germaine 1568



Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE April 1, 2023

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com
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