Council 7525 Meeting Minutes

13 July 23

1.  Call to Order 
Meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by GK Mike Bullock.
2. Opening Prayer 
Opening prayer (Vespers) was led by seminarian, Mr. Luan Tran
3. Pledge of Allegiance (USA)
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by GK Mike Bullock.
4. Approve Minutes of Prior Meeting 
Motion to accept minutes from 8 June meeting made by Bob Wilkens and seconded by Steve Shover.

No corrections were made, and the minutes were approved.
5. Chaplain’s Message
Pastor was not in attendance.  Seminarian Mr. Luan Tran encouraged everyone to pray for the victims of the recent flooding in Vermont.
6. Grand Knights Report 
See the Newsletter and last meeting minutes for details.

We have all the SJV Bingo Equipment. It was tested on Wednesday. Looking forward to our first Bingo in August. Ray Michaud, the SJV Bingo Chairman provided additional details. A summary of actions and progress thus far is attached to the end of the minutes.  Yet to be purchased is a miniature camera for the bingo machine displaying the next ball to be called.  The first council bingo is expected to take place on the third Thursday of August and will need roughly 8-10 members to make the event a success.  A meeting will be called in the coming weeks to discuss the needs (refer to last page of minutes) and if a special meal should be provided for our first bingo.  FS confirmed that the remaining funds in the Council bingo account stands at $1,485.27 (after the purchase of the bingo equipment and cash register).

Trustees will continue to work on the budget. GK requested all members to recommend ideas or inputs.

St. Catherine's had a successful chicken BBQ and thanked us for our help. We gave out Online sign-up cards and spoke to prospective members. Jay Benson also extended “thanks” to all members who helped.

Padre Pio Mass and Relic Veneration this SAT at 1000 at Christ the King was cancelled due to flooding. 

Check the calendar: we are being asked to cook “Breakfast for Dinner” at SJV on 19 July. The 3 positions requested for this event have been filled but other helpers will not be turned away.  The meal is expected to feed 15-20 people.

St. Jude's has a parish BBQ on 29 July after the 4:30 PM Mass. We are asked to purchase the meat and buns and cook. Games to follow including wiffle ball and Corn Hole Toss.

Council First Friday Holy Hour: 4 AUG with Silver Rose at 1500 (3 PM). Meet at 2:50 in SJV basement to assign decades for scripture Rosary. A new Eucharist focused program from Fr. Naples will be used.

Next home-cooked dinner is 10 August. Rick Gravelin agreed to order fried chicken. Dick Labrecque will bring dessert. 
Attention: Trustees and finance officers. Our semi-annual audit is due on 15 August.  Trustees agreed to meet on 2 August at 5PM to complete the audit on both the Council and Assembly accounts.  The Super Bingo account will also be audited.

Vermont Right to Life is bringing back their annual fund-raising dinner. SEP 23 at St John Vianney. As in the pre-Covid past they wanted us to buy and cook the food. Rick Gravelin will contact Cecile Wagner and Dick Pepin and price out food items.  Jay Benson and GK volunteered to assist in the shopping.

Opportunities:

Age Well is looking for volunteers to deliver Meals on Wheels (and other activities falling within the purview of  “Works of Mercy”).  For information about volunteer opportunities, please contact the Age Well Volunteer Team. (802-662-5249), volunteer@agewellvt.org).
7. Financial Reports
· FS Report:
Investment account balance is $389,921.17.
· Treasurer Report:
Council account balance is $9,516.76.
Camp TKT account balance (after remittance for 2024 rental to Double-Tree) is $1,072.93.
Fourth Degree account balance is $3,719.76.
8. Membership Report
None.
9. Other Reports 
Super Bingo Chair Tom Gravelin reported that the 2024 super bingo for Camp TKT will be held on 21 April 2024.
Insurance Agent:  Not present
District Deputy:  Not present
State Deputy:  Not present

10. Unfinished Business: 
The SJV walkway, sign, and light repairs. Payment for the council stone base will be made by the council.

Jay Benson stated that he is working on the church sign with pro-bono labor but would like the council to cover material costs (approx. $180.00 thus far).
11. New Business (new motions): 
Special Peoples party invitation for summer picnic has been mailed to 60 people.  No responses yet.

Help is needed to set up and tear down for the SJV Parish Picnic on 5 Aug.

2 Volunteers are needed to run a 50/50 raffle.  The proceeds will be used to pay the Colchester Lions Club for the propane ($50); extra funds back to the Council.
 12. Good of the Order
· Knight of the Month Award; JUNE: Mr. Luan Tran

· Family of the Month Award; JUNE: Charles and Karen Brown
13. Lecturer’s Reflection (optional) 
Lecturer Bernie Pendergast gave a short dissertation on the life of St. Maria Goretti (6 July feast day) followed by the song Our Lady of Knock.
14. Grand Knight's Summary
If you need something or know of someone needing a visit, call one of us or call the office.

Make time to visit our Knights who are ill or shut in. 

If you are doing good work, let our Program manager, Ted Barrett know about it for our Star Council Award.  (Take a photo, please)

We need 8 new members to qualify for Star Council. Do you have the Invitation Cards in your wallet? Do you encourage Catholic men to join our council?

All are encouraged to recite a daily Rosary.
15. Closing Prayer
Closing prayer will be for the following intentions.
Jake Cunavelis and Family, flood victims in Vermont and New England, David Bean, Anthony Naples, Andre Ricard (Assembly 1157 Newport), Zak Bigelow, PSD Mike Patnode, Pope Francis, Chris Barrett (recently lost wife), Mrs. Jackie Crosby, An Anonymous Member in distress, Niko Limnos and Family, Most Reverend Christopher Coyne, Mother-in-law of Ronnie Sweet, Bill Curtin, Rev. Msgr. Peter Routhier, William Cannon and Family, Michael Gravelin, Mark and Paulette Noyes and Family (esp. Levi age 5), John O’ Brien, Cheryl Allain, Andy Corologos, Claire Myers and Carol Alfred (cancer), Russell Waite, Kelly Jackson (daughter of late PGK Jeff Jackson), PFN Bill Ladd, PGK Bernie Hemond, Marilyn LeCount, Cher Racine, Dick and Sandy Stevens, Joe Donegan, Beth-Ann Prendergast, Mariette Nadeau, Jeff and Kay Jarvis, Tom Gravelin, Rick Gravelin, Chuck Schifilliti, Gerry Seney, Robert Gravelin, Keith Marston, Sue Cottrell, Gary Howe and Family, Parker Yvonne Lyon (Granddaughter of Tom Gravelin) and mom and dad Ellen and Garrett, sister Clara Lynn, Amy and her mother, (22 year old woman fighting cancer at Dana-Farber), Kevin and Chad Limoge, Vickie Linton, George Stevens, James Read, Richard Waite, Gene Tofferi, Mike and Pam Audette, Joe Myers and Family, Jeffrey Claude Danis and family,  PSD/PGK Don Sutton, PGK Ray Miller, Stuart Fath, Harold Ponto, Wally Rooney, Bob Wilkens, Ed and Theresa Curtiss, repose of the soul of the brother of Jake Cunavelis, one anonymous brother knight, the people of Ukraine and an end to the war, the Families of all of our faithfully departed brothers, friends and relatives, all clergy and religious, victims and families of COVID-19, First Responders, peace in Eastern Europe, that pregnant women will choose life, and for new Members to join the Order.

For all who have died, especially David Bove, the half-brother of Jake Cunavelis. Pray for his immortal soul. We pray also for all the victims who have died in the Ukraine War. May they rest in peace. May all the faithfully departed rest in peace and may their families be comforted by the promise of everlasting life in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Closing Prayer for Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney was led by GK Mike Bullock.
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
16. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:32 PM.
Attendance: All officers were in attendance in person or on Zoom except for Worthy Chaplain Fr. Tim Naples, Trustee Brad Chenette, and DGK Dave Martin (all excused) and the Worthy Inside Guard Chris Johnson. A total of 12 Knights attended in person, with two on Zoon. 
The attendees enjoyed grilled cheeseburgers and hot dogs, beans by Jay Benson and potato salad by Steve Shover prior to the meeting. Birthday cake provided by DGK Martin (Jay Benson, Charles Brown and Steve Shover) Many thanks to Fr Naples for the grill and Seminarian Luan Tran who helped cook and clean-up. 

Bingo Needs & Decisions
Hall Layout

· Tables/chairs for players and registration 

· Speakers & microphone

· Monitors

· Bingo machine and flashboard

· Need volunteers for set-up and tear-down

Registration

· Cash Register programming (not yet done)

· Need seed $$$ and small change in register (how much?)

· Need pricing placard for game options

· Registration Coupons (for players) needs to be designed and printed.

· Paper layout and pricing for game options to play (need two long tables min.)

· Game schedule and patterns for each player

· Need 2 Knights minimum
Kitchen (Charlie Brown volunteered to lead/chair)

· Decision on snacks & drinks & associated costs

· Spaghetti Dinner suggested for opening night?
· Shopping for food/drinks

· Need 2 Knights minimum

Bingo

· Bingo machine programming and game patterns have been completed

· Callers/Training.  Should have 3-4 members trained for this so we have coverage.

· Bingo Supplies (paper, pop-open tickets, dabbers)

· Need 2 Knights minimum present & trained in calling/running bingo machine

· Need 4 Knights selling pop-open tickets.  This needs to extend into 2nd half of session.  Duties may also include calling back card numbers for bingos.

· Need 1 Knight dedicated as runner for bingo payouts.

Total Member Commitments: 8-10 member Knights needed.  Duties will change as the need arises throughout the evening.
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