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State Advocate         Elijah LaChance 
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'It is never true to say that we have not time 
to meditate; the less one things of God, the 
less time there will always be for God.  The 
time we have for anything depends on how 
much we value it’

- Blessed Bishop Fulton Sheen



Worthy Brothers,

I will keep my news magazine update a bit shorter this month.  Here are some key 
messages I would like to provide.

1.  Vermont had outstanding programs, charity fundraising, parish and community 
support and many other fraternal and spiritual events in FY 22-23.  One area that has 
been a challenge to us as a State Jurisdiction is our Membership Growth.  We have 
typically been in the 90 to 100 new members per FY for the past several years.  
However, in FY 22-23 we only grew our jurisdiction by 56 new members.   As we 
begin this new fraternal year, I am asking all our Knights and Chaplains to pray for 
new members and feel the honor and responsibility to grow our councils.

Here are the Circle of Honor Objectives we have for the Vermont Jurisdiction
New Members:   125
Star Council Goal:   6 Councils – This goal is 15% of the net number of councils in 
the jurisdiction.
Faith Formation Goal:  3 Holy Hours at the State Jurisdiction level

I know we can achieve this, but it will take all of us to remind ourselves and others 
why we joined the Order, work with our Priests, Showcase our events and 
programs (communicate) and work with our State Membership Director and your 
District Deputy for best practices.

1.  During my Installation of State Deputies in New Haven, CN on 6/8 through 6/11, 
Supreme rolled out several new programs.  One program that was piloted in FY22-23 
and now in the 2nd round of implementation is the Cor program.  I have volunteered 
VT to participate as one of the State Jurisdictions.   State Chaplain Fr. Tim Naples and 
I will be rolling out more information asap.  This program is essentially a Faith based 
Men’s spiritual program that will work within the Parish and hopefully bring Men 
back to the Catholic Faith.  It is not meant to compete with any other Men’s 
Fellowship our Parishes may have or any other prayer group.  However, the resources 
of Supreme and the information that will be available will be awesome.    As such, I 
am looking for a Faith Formation Director for the State to work with me and Fr. Tim 
and interested councils.  Please let me know if you are interested and expect more 
info/links to be sent from me in the coming days.



3) DD Organization meeting – I hope and expect all our DDs to attend on 7/22 from 
8:30am to about 1:30pm… Please RSVP with our State Warden Bill LaCroix.  I’ve invited 
each DD to bring a Knight with them… someone who may be interested in serving as a 
council officer, future DD, state officers, state chair, etc.I had planned on including a 
Grand Knights workshop but Supreme is rolling out many virtual training programs for 
council officers which will be available both ‘live’ and on-demand.   Let me know if you 
have any questions.

4). Installation of State Officers will be held on Sunday 8/27 at St. Ann’s Shrine in Isle La 
Motte.  District 1 Councils will host a picnic.  The scheduled will be Mass at 12:15pm at 
the Shrine, Installation of State Officers, and DDs immediately afterwards and then the 
picnic!   Please RSVP with DD1 Michael Patnode so his councils have an idea how much 
food to prepare.   I think the menu will be burgers and hot dogs, but I’ll defer to District
 
5).  Padre Pio Relics… This is NOT an official KofC sponsored event, but we have been 
asked to provide physical support to this wonderful opportunity to venerate relics from 
Padre Pio… Please see the flier I attached.   The GKs of each hosting Parish have been 
working on a sign-up sheet for their Knights to watch over the relics and baskets for 
donations/petitions/prayer requests during veneration!

God Bless and Vivat Jesus  
 Jim Michael (VT State Deputy)





Dear Brothers in Christ,

My next video of Eucharistic Reflections is now posted on 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pbqfiu65AuU.

With this letter I will take the opportunity also to enjoin prayers over this time 
of transition for our Diocese. His Excellency Bishop Coyne has now been 
named  "Coadjutor Archbishop Coyne" of Hartford CT. First of all, we pray for 
Archbishop Coyne as he transitions to take up residence in Connecticut in 
September, as the Coadjutor to final months of Archbishop Blair's ministry. 
May his cooperation with the grace of Jesus Christ always bear abundant fruit 
for the Church and for his flock.
Also let us pray for the Diocese of Burlington, as we should constantly be 
doing already. We pray that the Lord would bless us with a revival in 
Eucharistic faith; with good men who will join the Knights of Columbus for 
their benefit and the benefit of their families and the whole church; and also 
with holy vocations to the priesthood that we might have more worthy 
shepherds in the Church.

May Mary queen of the Knights, and mother of God, intercede for us. Amen.

Vivat Jesus!
Fr. Naples

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pbqfiu65AuU




Brother Knights;

Our Worthy State Deputy has asked if the past State Deputies would do an article in 
the monthly State magazine that would be helpful to the membership with their 
experiences, and some advise. 
I am Maurice F. Noel PSD/FDM (2002-2004). It’s been a few years but remembering 
back and looking at todays Councils, Not much has changed. You see the same 
dedicated Brother Knights working hard and volunteering as often as possible to keep 
their Councils afloat. One of the things I would advise any Grand Knight that one of 
your duties is to start recruiting a fellow member to take your place or becoming a 
Deputy Grand Knight. Asking a members that has been attending meetings on a 
regular basis to follow what you do and learn that being a Grand Knights isn’t really 
that difficult if you learn how delegate & assign . Do NOT attempt to do everything 
yourself. That only leads to burn out and not much volunteering. The other thing on 
membership is JUST ASK. Look around as you attend masses and see the young men 
that are there every Saturday or Sunday. Hand them the card that says, “ You are born 
a man, You become a Knight” and have them go to the K of C .org site , Look at it and 
sign up. With todays new Degree, Every council should have a degree team and as 
soon as you see a prospect, host a degree ASAP and get him active.  As you can see, or 
Council are getting older, We need some younger members with new ideas. Never 
refuse to try and do a new idea or even a past event that faded away. Ask Why it 
faded and stopped working. Maybe with new members & older members working 
together these old ideas can bring back some fraternalism and involvement especially 
with younger families. Church breakfasts, Pizza & Movie Nights, 
So much we can do but we need to get everyone involved. 
As for meeting attendance, ask a member that hasn’t attended a meeting for a while 
if you can give him a ride. He might just like what's going on and keep attending. 
Ok enough rambling on but these are all things that have worked in the past and can 
help in your Council activities.

Vivat Jesus
Maurice F. Noel PSD?FDM





Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

SK Arthur Steiner: 37-year member of Gibbons Council 2285, 34-year 

member of James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 1157. 

F. James "Jim" Philbrook: 83 years old, 42 years of service. Fr. Boivin 

Council #5041. You may remember Jim as the music man on the Third-Degree 

team for many years.

Brother John Wallace: 78 years old, 42-year third degree member of  

Gibbons Council 2285, a Vietnam vet.

To all Brother Knights that have passed away last month.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html


4th Degree Exemplification

August 19, 2023

Cancelled

Brother Knights,

It is with a heavy heart to inform you that I have cancelled the 4th 

Degree Exemplification on August 19, 2023, due to not enough 

Degree Team Members to put on the Degree. I am working with the 

Barre Assembly to do a Degree in Barre sometime in October. More 

information will follow. Sorry for any inconvenience.

Vivat Jesus

David Ely, District Master



Vocations  RSVP

The future of our church in Vermont is directly tied to people answering God’s call to a 

religious vocation. Promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious life are high 

priorities of the Knights of Columbus. As Knights, we pledge assistance to the Church 

by financial and moral aid through our Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP). We 

should plan programs to promote vocations awareness to young people as well as 

council members and their families. 

The intent of RSVP is to demonstrate support for individual seminarians. RSVP support 

is not solely financial aid, and councils are asked not to base their support on the 

financial needs of the seminarian. All seminarians are worthy of support through RSVP 

by virtue of the fact that they are discerning a religious vocation, not because of their 

financial situation.

Please remember that with RSVP, Knights provide more than financial support; 

members write letters to the seminarians or postulants, sponsor dinners for them, 

invite them to join the council and, most importantly, pray for vocations.

Please contact me for information on a seminarian or seminarians to support or men and 

women who are novices or postulants in religious orders or religious communities.

You can E-mail me at gfbean44@yahoo.com Or call at 862-8581. Also if you have given 

financial support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 2022- June 30, 2023) and have not 

sent me a copy, please send me a copy of form 2863 (RSVP form) .

                  

”Vocations are Everybody's Business” Pray for Vocations.

Vivat Jesus

Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM

Vocations Director























God Bless America

Brother Knights, as your dedicated representative for the jurisdiction of 
VT I want to wish you all a blessed 4th of July.  We truly live in the 
greatest nation on earth and we are so fortunate to be in this state.  
Please help me in better serving the members of our Order by notifying 
me of any potential Knight who might consider a career as a field agent.  
There is much work to be done and our members deserve excellent 
service.  There are many employers looking for help these days but none 
can offer the vocational along with spiritual fulfillment that is found 
working for the KofC.  Thank you for your consideration and please keep 
me in your prayers,

David Giuliani
802-272-6009
david.giuliani@kofc.org



Milton Council 10417

Thank you, Pat and Tracey Noel and their company, VIP Sealing for 
the repairs and the replacement of the new Grill grates. Just in time 
for our July 29th BBQ. 

A shout to Greg Clairemont ( Winooski K of C Council ) and Guy 
LaPlume DGK ( Milton K of C Council ) for raising $18,600 at their 
“Sleep In Heavenly Pease” Charity Golf Classic. Reach out and 
Google and see all the beds that are built and given to kids who 
have no beds to sleep on .



A Celebration of the two candidates who received $1,200 each 
from the Milton Council as well $1,000 from our State Council .

Left to right : Gille Thibault GK, Etleva ,Silvia and Gary Moore, Roger Dickinson FN

Left to right: David Little , Gille Thibault , Silvia Moore , Fr. Feltz , Gabe Thompson, Peter 
Smith , Roger Dickinson

left to right: Gille Thibault , Jeff , Gabe and Mary Thompson , Roger Dickinson



Milton Council 10417
Memorial Day Celebrations
Flag Retirement / Ceremony of Final Tribute
Milton Troop 631
Scout Master Austin Barber
Assistant Scout Master Paul Mergens
Assistant Scout Master Tom Curran PDD for the Milton Council is 
representing the Milton Knights who is in the last photo wearing his 
Fourth Degree Regalia .





Milton Council 10417
Memorial Day 2023

Left to right: Peter Lavallee PGK , Bob Kelm , Roger Dickinson FN , 
Gille Thibault GK , Tom Curran PDD. 





James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 1157, Newport, led by Faithful Admiral Keith 
Mandart and Faithful Friar Thomas La Russa, conducted a flag retirement 
ceremony on Flag Day, Wednesday, June 14th. at St. Mary Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church, Newport. During the public ceremony, 200 - 300 old, worn, or damaged 
American flags were disposed of properly and honorably.

The 13-Star flag (along with approximately 15 unserviceable flags) was retrieved 
from the Casalla Waste Management Services landfill in May 2022.  It was cleaned 
and is now used to describe its meaning.

The program included James Cardinal Gibbons Assembly 1157 Honor Guard, Guest 
Speaker James Johnson, Commander of American Legion Post 21 and City Clerk, 
Newport, VFW Post 798, Newport, Cub Scout Pack 828, Newport, Orleans County 
Sheriff ’s Department, and Parishioners of Mater Dei Parish, Newport.

A hot dog refreshment followed the ceremony.













Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE August 1, 2023  

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com
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