
Vermont Knights Magazine

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism 

  Vermont State Council                      October 2023  Edition 

 

Vermont State Council Officers

State Chaplain   Fr. Timothy Naples

State Deputy     Jim Michael 

State Secretary   Christopher Poirier 

State Treasurer   Peter Fitzgerald 
State Advocate         Elijah LaChance 

State Warden                   William LaCroix

Immediate Past State Deputy Steve Shover

Program Director   William LaCroix

Membership Director  Ed Nuttall

Faith Director   Michael Bullock

Council Retention Director  James Benson Jr.
Family Director   John Santorello

Youth Director   Elijah LaChance
Forms Chairman  Dennis Smith

From the Vermont State Deputy
'One of the greatest disasters that happened to modern civilization was 

for democracy to inscribe 'liberty' on its banners instead of 'justice'.  

Because 'liberty' was considered the ideal it was not long until some men 

interpreted it as meaning 'freedom from justice'; then when religion and 

decent government attempted to bring them back to justice, organized 

into 'freedom groups' they protested that their constitutional and natural 

rights were being violated.'

- Blessed Bishop Fulton Sheen

Worthy Brothers,

I hope all my Brother Knights and their families are enjoying this wonderful Fall weather and 

taking time to appreciate our beautiful state!

Please join me in prayer, gratitude, and best wishes for Archbishop Coyne as he begins his 

appointment as the coadjutor archbishop of Hartford! 



Many of us have come to know Archbishop Coyne personally and he will be missed.  I think it is very 

exciting that his new appointment is at the hub of the Knights of Columbus Order in New Haven, 

Hartford, and Litchfield areas.  Hopefully, our VT Knights of Columbus have provided him with 

inspiration and appreciation for the great works of charity and fellowship that our Order provides, and 

he will simply hit the ground running from a KofC engagement perspective!  I also hope that our 

councils continue to allocate funds to support our State-wide KofC VCCF (Donor Advisory Fund) 

which Archbishop Coyne encouraged us to start and fund which focuses on those needs and charities 

that are more state-wide impacting and not just local communities e.g., Totus Tuus

Here are my reflections from the month of September:

1.  Happy 125th Council Anniversary for St. Albans Council 297.  It was a privilege to be present and 

attend St. Albans's 125th Anniversary Banquet.  They did an amazing job with the event including 

showcasing the great history of the council, highlighting all the Grand Knights from the past 125 years, 

and presenting the many awards and honors the council has received!   Excellent turn out for the event.  

Congratulations!

2. Regional Growth Director Bill Chasse's Vermont visit.   This was held in early September.  Our 

RGD Bill visited 3 locations... Rutland, Newport and Morrisville and presented both information 

and Q & A on any KofC related topics.   While I had hoped attendance would be a little higher, we 

all got a lot out of the sessions and will bring back the information to our councils.  RGD Bill plans 

to visit again late winter/early spring and we will do our best to better plan and communicate the 

events.   It was a bit rushed this past time, but we made it happen nonetheless!  He'll target other 

areas of the State.

3.  COR.  Our Evangelize and Faith Formation Chair – GK Michael Bullock provided a COR update 

during our Sept. State Council Meeting on 9/28.  The State Council is very excited about this Supreme 

Initiated program and expects VT to have a high percentage of Councils participating in one form or 

another.  Please email GK Michael Bullock if you have any questions.  We have a representative from 

each district and will begin to provide more information.

4.  VT KofC Flood Relief Committee:   I met with our Disaster Recovery Chair – Chirs Poirier and 

established a criterion for how we will disperse the funds we have received from Supreme for the 

summer flood victims.   Many thanks also go out to our Field Agent Dave Giuliani and State Chaplain 

Fr. Tim Naples for their support and involvement.  We ended the current flood relief support as of 

9/15/23 but let either me or WSS Chris know of any additional flood victims needing support.   Funds 

are very limited at this point but have been avail for Knights/families, widows, Catholics, and Non-

Catholics.

5.  Membership Growth in the VT KofC Jurisdiction.  I don't want to add any spoilers to our WMD Ed 

Nuttall's update and will continue to ask that councils 1. Communicate their events and projects in the 

church bulletins, 2.  Meet regularly with your parish Priest or Chaplain to inquire about new members. 

3. With the Priest's permission, place copies of Supreme's 'Why Join' in the Church so that families and 

prospective Knights may bring home a copy.



6.  KCIC – Keep Christ in Christmas Campaign is right around the corner.  Our KCIC Chair is Jeff 

Fortier.  

Each GK and FS has a softcopy of our State Directory to look up contact information for State chairs, 

Officers, and DD's.

7.  Coats for Kids program – Coats for Kids State Chair Keith Mandart is accepting orders until 9/30 

which ends before you read this (see previous emails and VT KofC News Magazine commentary on 

this program) and we will place the order by 10/5.  These are the 2 cases of coats for the price of 1 

case.

8.  Are we having fun?  I've asked all our DD's during the last State Council meeting to work with 

their councils and assure them we are hosting and creating events that are family orientated, enable 

fellowship and fun!  Yes, membership growth is critical, council logistics such as forms 365 and 185 

are important and our focus on charity is never ending and part of our KofC 'DNA'...  However, let's 

be sure to think of each other and plan some great events over the next few months... we're entering 

the Harvest season, then on to Thanksgiving and Christmas is just around the corner.

.

Here are some important dates:

-- Anchor Award Banquet for Msgr Peter Routhier on 10/7 at the Delta Hotel in South Burlington.   

There are some tickets still avail so please reach out to GK Dan St. Hilaire.

–  KofC State-wide Day of Prayer for Clergy 11/4/23.   Please contact Brother Knight Dcn Patrick 

Leduc if your council is interested in hosting an hour of Prayer.

–  District Deputy Mid-Year Organization Meeting 12/9 at St. John Vianney Church (basement 

section).

Vivat Jesus!

Jim Michael (VT SD)



From the State Chaplain

I am honored that Aspire Now chose to give a plaque of 

recognition to myself, and to the Vermont Knights of Columbus, 

for the fundraising work on the mobile ultrasound van. It was 

presented during their September fundraising banquet

I will continue to make videos on the theme of the National Eucharistic Revival. The 

newest video uploaded to my YouTube channel begins a series on the theme of the 

Eucharist in the Acts of the Apostles.

God bless you all brothers. Vivat Jesus!

In Christ with Mary,

Fr. Timothy Naples











Worthy Brother,

I have also been asked to produce a 1-page statement of benefits for our State 

liability insurance policy. Please find such attached. Any Council that needs a 

full location-specific policy is requested to contact the State Advocate 

at elijahtlachance@gmail.com.

Vivat Jesus!

Elijah

mailto:elijahtlachance@gmail.com


Past State Deputies 
Input !! 

Be an ACTIVE Member!

To carry a travel card means you have paid your dues, and 

you are a K of C Member.  But don't stop there.  Attend 

your Council Meetings and take an ACTIVE part in 

discussions, recommendations, events, and plans for your 

Council and the support of the Church.  This is especially 

true when your Council is visited by your District Deputy, or 

a State Chairman or the State Deputy.  Take an active part 

in discussions, ask questions to understand any topics 

being discussed or ask about a topic which has not been 

brought up.  These could range from policy and 

procedures to activities planned to significant dates and 

deadlines.  A silent member who is on a membership list is 

not a real asset to the group and needs to take an active 

part to make the Council a significant contributor to the 

Church and the community you serve and needs your help 

to bring in new members who are impressed by your group 

and who wish to contribute and be ACTIVE.

DOM DICICCO

PSD, FDM





Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

Brother Brian Marineau: 71 Years old. 46-year service Third Degree member. 

Council 5041 Morrisville

Brother Louis P Soucy: 96 Years old, 57-year service, Third Degree member, 

Sheridan Council 421 St. Johnsbury

To all Brother Knights that have passed away last month.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html




FROM THE DESK OF THE VT STATE MEMBERSHIP 

DIRECTOR

• When a council receives notification from the VT SMD 

that a new member has signed on but hasn’t selected a 

council to join, the member is notified he is assigned 

to council near his home/church. He is further notified 

that the Grand Knight and/or District Deputy will be in 

contact with him. Member is also notified an 

exemplification of the degree is required for which the 

GK and DD are required to schedule. Upon completion 

of the requirement, FS, using member management, 

notifies Supreme, who then assigns member to that 

Council.

• If the member elects to join a council at the time of 

enrolment with KofC.org/Join Us, the VT SMD is 

notified along with the GK, who must schedule the 

exemplification. When completed, the FS, using 

member management, notifies Supreme of completion 

and assigns member to that Council. 

• Using brochure “Why Join? #06510-3326, councils 

should distribute during Mass in an upcoming Delta 

Drive. The brochure speaks for itself. By personally 

handing these to possible candidates and encouraging 

one to join by contacting KofC.org/Join Us, begins the 

recruiting process. But remember, follow-up is 

required. A phone call, a text message, an email is 

required to ensure success.

• Members join for a variety of reasons: 1) someone 

asked them to join, 2) they like the insurance program, 

3) they desire the camaraderie, 4) they want to share 

their faith.

• Pray for new members! Pray for the new members! 

Pray for the new members.





The Vermont Statewide Day of Prayer for Clergy

November 4th, 2023

As you may know we've traditionally held this annual program on the 

Saturday that ends Vocations week but this year, that coincides with 

Veterans Day, so we’ve moved our program to the Saturday before 

Vocations week, to prayerfully begin vocations week. 

Please talk with your council and select an hour that you’d like to sign up for.  

It will be first-come first serve until all the slots are filled so it would be good 

to discuss a secondary and tertiary option should your ideal hour be 

scooped up quickly.  The date is Saturday November 4, 2023. We’ll start at 

8:00am and end with the last hour starting at 7:00pm and concluding at 

8:00pm.

In the coming weeks I’ll be sending around a link for you to use to sign your 

council up. We will program a default program and the list of clergy in the 

state for your use as well.  

If you’d like to get started signing sooner than later – the link is below

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0448A8A823A31-2023

Questions?  Please feel free to email me at pleducvt@gmail.com

Lets set a goal for all councils to participate!

Peace
DCN. Patrick Leduc
Council 7525

At the time of this writing there are 5 hour-long slots open.  
It will continue to be first come first serve until all the slots 
are filled so it will be important to discuss a secondary and 
tertiary option with your council, should your ideal hour be 
scooped up already. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0448A8A823A31-2023
mailto:pleducvt@gmail.com


Vocations
     The Future of Our Church

. As the strong right arm of the church, the Knights of Columbus are committed to 

providing moral, financial, and spiritual support to future priests and religious at all 

stages of their formation. The future of our church is directly tied to people answering 

God’s call to a religious vocation. Promoting vocations to priesthood and religious life is 

one of the highest priorities of the Knights of Columbus.

The RSVP (Refund Support Vocations Program) has been and is the primary program 

through which Knights of Columbus councils, and assemblies participate in an organized 

manner in supporting vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  

Councils are required to provide financial support of at least $500 for a minimum of one 

seminarian. Councils are also required to provide their “adopted” seminarian or religious 

aspirant with moral support and prayers for their success. This is a central aspect of 

RSVP and must be fulfilled to satisfy the program requirements.

. For every $500 given to an individual, the Supreme Council will refund the council or 

assembly $100. The maximum refund a council or assembly can receive is $400 per 

individual supported.

Our Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP) Scholarship money is used by 

seminarians and those in religious formation for books, car insurance and maintenance, 

travel during vacations, clerical clothing, emergency expenditures and other living 

expenses. 

I ask that all our councils work with me as your State Vocations Director to ensure the 

proper and complete implementation of the RSVP program to ensure that every 

seminarian sponsored by the diocese is included in the RSVP program. 

Please contact me for information on a seminarian or seminarians to support or men and 

women who are novices or postulants in religious orders or religious communities.

You can E-mail me at gfbean44@yahoo.com Or call 802-862-8581. Also, if you have 

given financial support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 23 - June 30, 24) and have 

not sent me a copy, please send me a copy of form 2863 (RSVP form).

Priests, Brothers, Nuns…They need us, we need them…Vocations are everybody’s 

business. Pray for Vocations.

Fraternally,

Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM                                           

State Vocations Director                       







Addison County Knights continue to support annually their local Women's Center after 

raising funds two years ago for their Ultrasound Machine. 

LtoR: Craig Wolosinski FS Middlebury, Bill Scott FS Vergennes DD#7, Joanie Praamsa 

Women's Center Director, David Austin GK Vergennes, Gerry Tétrault FS Bristol. Keith 

Hodgen Middlebury Knight is now part of the Center's Board of Directors.

  

Knights of Columbus 
Chicken Pie to-go Dinner 

November 4th

The Knights of Columbus (K of C Council 2946 in Essex)  will be 

hosting a take-out chicken pie dinner on November 4th. The cost is 

$15 per person. Pick-up at St. Pius X from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm on 

Saturday,  November 4th in the Father Murray Room downstairs. 

Sign-up  by calling Ron Rice at 802-879-6989. Please pay via cash 

or check at pickup.

Date: 11/4/2023 (Sat.)

Time: 5:30pm - 6:30pm EDT

Location: St Pius X Catholic Church in Essex Center



The annual Vocationist Fathers Fundraiser to support vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life has begun.  Your participation is greatly needed 
and appreciated.  An individual ticket is a donation of $5 and a book of 6 tickets 
is a donation of $20.  Winners will be announced at the Society of Divine 
Vocations Annual Banquet on November 11th at Birchwood Manor in Whippany 
NJ.  Please contact GK George Piette, georgepiette@gmail.com or (802) 323-
2470, for tickets.  All tickets must be returned to Iselin NJ by November 9th.

mailto:georgepiette@gmail.com


The 2023 Christmas Charity Raffle for Council 2285 to support our 

community and church initiatives.



Milton Council 10417

Working in conjunction with Fairfax Council 10830

We want to thank Bob Thompson who has headed Petals for 

Progress for many years and All who helped collect, dismantle 

and delivered to the Burlington shipping location .



Milton Council 10417 / Assembly 2609

9/11/2001 Memorial & Blue Mass

A big Thank you to Nancy Berard for taking these Great 

photos



Installation of State Officers BBQ 

SD James Michael , ST Pete Fitzgerald , SC Rev. Timothy Naples , SW Bill LaCroix, SA Elijah 

LaChance , SS Chris Poirier



















Brother Knights

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE November 1, 2023  

300 CLUB
ALL OF THE “300 CLUB” HAVE BEEN MAILED TO EITHER YOUR 

GRAND KNIGHT OR YOUR COUNCIL 300 CLUB CHAIRMAN.  IF YOU 

HAVN’T SEEN ANY INFO , PLEASE ASK YOUR GRAND KNIGHT FOR 

THE TICKETS. THE FIRST DRAWING WILL BE ON DECEMBER 16, 2023.

GOOD LUCK SEELING AND LETS MAKE THIS ANOHER COMPLETE 

SALES YEAR.

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com
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