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From the Vermont State Deputy
“The refusal to take sides on great moral issues is itself a decision.  It is 

a silent acquiescence to evil.  The Tragedy of our time is that those who 
still believe in honesty lack fire and conviction, while those who believe 
in dishonesty are full of passionate conviction.”

- Blessed Bishop Fulton Sheen

Worthy Brothers,
This is my 2nd to last news magazine article as VT KofC State Deputy!

Here are my reflections going into May  
1.  126th State Convention 4/26 – 4/28 at Stowe Flake Mountain Resort.

Wow, what a wonderful Convention!  Thank you to all of our Delegates and visitors who were able 
to attend part or all of the Convention.  I thank our outstanding Convention Committee and Chair 
Chris Poirier for the excellent organization of events and venue.   Our Saturday Mass was at Blessed 
Sacrament Church in Stowe which was a wonderful change of tradition.  Our Supreme Guest 
Speaker was Director Daniel Duchesne and his wife Sylvie, who hail from Quebec, Canada.  We 
hope to see them again this summer at the 142nd Supreme Convention in Quebec City.  Our Ladies 
Program guest speaker was Mary Beersworth – a Vermont Catholic Treasure for all she does!! 



Our Saturday Banquet Guest Speaker was the Director of VT Catholic Charities Mary Beth Pinard... I 
hope our councils form an excellent relationship with VCC.  In fact, I will propose that the VCC have a 
small article in our monthly news magazine...
Before I highlight our State Officers for FY 24-25, let me start by thanking our outgoing State Treasurer 
Peter Fitzgerald and our outgoing IPSD Steve Shover for their multiple years of service and leadership to 
the VT KofC Jurisdiction.   I thank you both for your ongoing friendship and support!!

I also congratulate our two State Deputy Merit Award Recipients – DD3 Bill LaCroix and DD8/SMD Ed 
Nuttall

Our newly elected FY24-25 State Officers:
State Deputy - Christopher Poirier
State Secretary – William LaCroix
State Advocate – Elijah Lachance
State Treasurer – Valdemar Garibay
State Warden – Lawrence Bellew

State Chaplain – Rev Timothy Naples
Immediate Past State Deputy – Jim Michael

Our State Deputy-Elect will confirm / appoint our program chairs and any District Deputy positions that 
may be open.

A summary/reports of the Convention will be avail from our current State Secretary Chris as he compiles 
everything together.  Several reports were not sent in until the day of the convention so please be 
patient

2. 4th Degree Exemplification (Patriot Degree)
 I don't want to steal the thunder from my worthy Brother State Master Dave Ely Sr, but the 4th degree 
held in Rutland on 4/13 was well attended. Welcome to our 13 new Sir Knights.   Our total number of 
Knights in VT is 3443 (and rising!)

3.  Anchor Award
I announced at the Convention that our FY23-24 Anchor Award recipent is Father Yvon Royer.    Father is 
currently assigned to St. Francis Church in Winooski and was nominated by Councils #3664 Vergennes 
and #10535 Bristol.  Congratulations to Father Royer!

4. Membership Growth for our Councils and State
At the time of this writing, VT has 94 new members.  This is actually a 10 year high for membership 
growth at this point (month) in the FY... Can we continue to grow and gain new members?   Would you 
mind the extra help and support at your council meetings?  Do you have plenty of confident Knights 
ready and asking to step up into council leadership positions? Do we have plenty of 'I will' vs 'You 
should' Knights?   All the more reason to ask a Catholic Gentleman to join our organization!



5.  Lastly...
Okay, this is long overdue, but I just have to give a loud shout out to my home council … Bishop 
Degoesbriand Council #279!   I was thinking during the Convention as we recognized District Deputies, 
Officers, Program Chairs, etc.   Council #279 has provided an amazing group of leaders to the KofC VT 
Jurisdiction...  Am I bragging??  Yes... but here are the positions that #279 provides with all due 
respect and in service to our other 35 active councils.
State Deputy
State Master
State Warden
District Deputy
State Marshal
State Program Director
State – Ceremonials & Vocations,
State Chair for National Catholic Committee on Scouts
State Auditor
PSD/FDD/FDM, etc.
Star Council (multiple times)

Vivat Jesus!
Jim Michael
Jim Michael (VT SD)



“We read in the Proverbs of Solomon: If you sit down to eat at the table of a ruler, observe carefully 

what is set before you; then stretch out your hand, knowing that you must provide the same kind of 

meal yourself. What is this ruler’s table if not the one at which we receive the body and blood of him 

who laid down his life for us? What does it mean to sit at this table if not to approach it with humility? 

What does it mean to observe carefully what is set before you if not to meditate devoutly on so great a 

gift? What does it mean to stretch out one’s hand, knowing that one must provide the same kind of 

meal oneself, if not what I have just said: as Christ laid down his life for us, so we in our turn ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers? This is what the apostle Paul said: Christ suffered for us, leaving 

us an example, that we might follow in his footsteps. This is what is meant by providing “the same 

kind of meal.” This is what the blessed martyrs did with such burning love. If we are to give true 

meaning to our celebration of their memorials, to our approaching the Lord’s table in the very 

banquet at which they were fed, we must, like them, provide “the same kind of meal. At this table of 

the Lord we do not commemorate the martyrs in the same way as we commemorate others who rest 

in peace. We do not pray for the martyrs as we pray for those others, rather, they pray for us, that we 

may follow in his footsteps. They practiced the perfect love of which the Lord said there could be 

none greater. They provided “the same kind of meal” as they had themselves received at the Lord’s 

table.”

These beautiful words set two images side by said as mirror images. The King of Kings laid out a 

banquet of food before us. He also laid down his life for us. We eat of this banquet. We consume the 

example of his love. Where St. Augustine speaks of the martyrs “who pray for us,” we now have all the 

canonized saints, who ate of the Lord’s banquet, who imitated the example of his love, and who pray 

for us that we can all do the same.

Vivat Jesus!

Fr. Tim Naples, SC

Dear Brothers, celebrating the Memorial Mass at our 126th convention the 

following words of St. Augustine came to mind in preparing for the 

Memorial Mass. My homily introduced this message by the Doctor of 

Grace, interspersed with my own reflections. Here I would like to offer 

some of the sermon, and my brief reflections follow.





Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

Brother Donald Lapierre, Council 2285, age 91, died on March 22, 2024, 

joined on 06-01-1970, Reactivated on 02-14-2008, Council 2285, 16 years.

Sir Knight Achile Prevost: 91 Years of age. 65 years service Sheridan Council 421, 53 
years service Sheridan Assembly 1152.

Brother Gilles Paquette, age 96, 3rd Degree member Fr. Boivin Council 
#5041, 39 years of service.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html






Convention Message
This year's convention is behind us and there is so much happening with the KofC that should be 

shared with the councils. In your message to our brothers, be sure to mention the opportunity for a 

career with the Knights of Columbus. For those of you who missed it, my main point at the convention 

was the need for another agent here in VT.

PLEASE CONTACT ME if you are interested in hearing more or you can offer some referrals of 

practicing Catholic men that may need a career change.  There is more to say about this position than 

can fit in this bulletin.  I truly look forward to sharing that with you when we speak.  Thank you and 

God bless,

David Giuliani

802-272-6009

david.giuliani@kofc.org



Vocations RSVP

On Saturday June 1,2024, Seminarian Luan Van Tran is scheduled to be ordained as a 

Transitional Deacon at St. Joseph Cathedral. Please pray for him.

We keep the faith alive by supporting our seminarians and postulants. As the strong right 

arm of the church, we as Knights are committed to providing moral, financial and spiritual 

support to future priests and religious at all stages of their formation

Our (RSVP) Scholarship money is used by seminarians and those in religious formation 

for books, car insurance and maintenance, travel during vacations, clerical clothing, 

emergency expenditures and other living expenses.

I would like to give recognition to the following councils for there participation in the 

Refund Support Vocations Program by providing scholarships and moral support to the 

seminarians. Rutland Council 232,  Degoesbriand Council 279, Burlington,  St. Albans 

Council 297, Sheridan Council 421, St Johnsbury,  St. Charles Council 753, Bellows Falls, 

Fair Haven Council 810, Fair Haven, Rutland Assembly 1147,  St. Stephen’s Council 

2284, Winooski,  Bishop Rice Council 2946, Essex Jct, Rosary Council 4684, Richmond,  

St. John Vianney Council 7525, So. Burlington, Fr. Meany & Fr. St. Onge Council 7943, 

Troy. 

God Bless all of you for your dedicated work for Vocations.

The State Vocations Scholarship recipients for 2023 2024 are: The 24th annual Bishop 

Kenneth A. Angell Memorial Vocations Scholarship, Mr. Cale Bombardier,  Second 

Theology, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, The 28th Rev. John C. Ledoux Memorial 

Vocations Scholarship, Mr. Loc Van Vo, Pre-Theology, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and 

The 32nd Martin J. Ramunno Memorial Vocations Scholarship, Mr. Anthony Maurice, 

Pre-Theology, Saint Meinrad Seminary. 

If you have given financial support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 23 - June 30, 24) 

and have not sent me a copy, please send me a copy of RSVP form 2863. 

"Please Pray for Vocations, Vocations Are Everybody's Business."

Fraternally Yours; 

Gerald F. Bean

Gerald F. Bean, PSD, FDM 

K of C State Vocations Director









Dear brother knights,

Attached is information regarding a visiting hermit priest who knew St Pio and has a relic 

(glove) that he blesses with. There will be a healing service and a retreat day. We are looking 

for anyone willing to help out ad hoc during the events as you might see needs. Including 

helping knights attend that might need a ride, assisting with monitoring the relic during 

veneration times, assisting in praying the rosary at 10 am Saturday, or attending events and 

helping any visitors or attendee’s that might need assistance. Just wanted to send it to the list 

Dan sends out to inform you all.





Middlebury Council 642, 

Middlebury Council 642 held a pancake breakfast on April 21.

Council 642, Middlebury, held a food drive during Lent. Named Ketcham's 40 

Cans for Lent in honor of recently past Grand Knight Steve Ketcham. We 

collected 1822 pounds of food and $2130 in donations that went to HOPE 

(Helping Overcome Poverty's Effects) of Addison County.

This exceeded last year's record and we thank everyone that participated.

















The Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities is popularly known as “Tootsie 

Roll Drive” among the Knights. This involves collecting donations outside churches and 

stores. In appreciation, the donor is offered a piece of candy, such as a Tootsie Roll. 

Funds collected support the Special Olympics. 

The Knights of Columbus has a unique partnership with Special Olympics of Vermont 

and has helped athletes with disabilities compete in games in Vermont. the Knights of 

Columbus councils have assisted in the past with all aspects of the program including 

fundraising, feeding the athletes, organizing and judging events, and providing 

equipment and awards. Without the support of the Knights, participants would not be 

able to train for the events that they love. Work with Special Olympics affiliates to 

determine how best to fund, sponsor, or volunteer for events in are the local 

community.  On April 18, 2024, District Master/ Stats Special Olympics Chairman David 

Ely Sr. and David Ely II want to Special Olympics office the present a check from the 

Knights of Columbus Supreme Council for the council that races money through the 

Tootsie Roll drive. 

The 2024 Law Enforcement Torch Run is scheduled to take place from June 19-21 with 

the Final Leg leading into Summer Games Opening Ceremonies at The University of 

Vermont.

David Ely II, Kelsey Conway Vice President of Mission Advancement/ Bennett 
Townley an athlete, and David Ely Sr. 



Milton Council 10417

A 41-foot ramp built for Randy and Tricia St. Amand

Opening of Saint Ann’s Prayer Garden

Left to right: Tom Curran , Gille Thibault , Tim Downs , Ed Malila , Roger Dickinson , 
David Little , John Sharrow and Peter Lavallee



Milton Council 10417
An exemplification was held at Saint Ann’s hall with the Milton 
Council 10417 Exemplification Team .
We had six candidates from Essex , Richmond, Fairfax and Milton 
who are now Brother Knights



300 Club
This year’s WINNERS, Thank you to all who participated.

WEEK #1  12/16/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 219 Gibbons Council 2285 2285

$75.00 17 Jose Gove 10535

$50.00 176 Bronson Council #1568 1568

WEEK #2  12/23/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 146 Ted Barrett 7525

$75.00 97 Andrew Robbins 2832

$50.00 263 Peter Allard 297

WEEK #3  12/30/2023 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 33 William Harty 2025

$75.00 143 Lynn Brochu 1568

$50.00 284 Fr. Steven Marchand

WEEK #4  01/06/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 275 William E. Lynch 9146

$75.00 274 Thomas Herbst Jr. 9146

$50.00 6 Patrick Byrne 399

WEEK #5  01/13/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 295 James Read 2284

$75.00 241 Joseph Kelly 399

$50.00 256 Robert Roy 2284

WEEK #6  01/20/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 66 Jim & Rose Michael 279

$75.00 74 Douglas Parr 10241

$50.00 65 Bill LaCroix 279

WEEK #7  01/27/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 63 Lt Col Richard L.Shea 279

$75.00 12 Nick & Cindy Conti 399

$50.00 2 Chris Bartlett 5041

WEEK #8  02/03/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 115 Christopher Braves 4684

$75.00 28 Keith Billado 10830

$50.00 107 Frank Pietryka 2946

WEEK #9  02/10/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 221 Steve Haupt 7810

$75.00 243 Stanley Baranowski 421

$50.00 228 Rod Cousino 10535

WEEK #10  02/17/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 272 Armand Auclair 2610

$75.00 254 Maurice F. Noel 421

$50.00 60 David Shepard 1568



Brother Knights;

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE JUNE 1, 2024  

WEEK #11  02/24/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 212 Charles Brown 7525

$75.00 30 Elijah LaChance, Esq 232

$50.00 7 Peter Nero 917

WEEK #12 03/02/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 116 Sean Reilly 232

$75.00 186 Jay Benson 7525

$50.00 85 Norbert LaPrade 399

WEEK #13  03/09/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 292 Deborah DeLabruere 2025

$75.00 175 Guy LaPlume 10417

$50.00 281 Cary Bessette 1568

WEEK #14  03/16/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 235 Cindy Barbour 1568

$75.00 265 Fr. Leo Bilodeau 7943

$50.00 21 William Lynch 10241

WEEK #15  03/23/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 296 Dennis Smith 5041

$75.00 137 Msgr Peter Routhier 279

$50.00 149 Gary Brouillette 399

WEEK #16  03/30/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 61 Pat Paquette 10535

$75.00 156 Cheyenne & Jeremy Randall

$50.00 85 Norbert LaPrade 399

WEEK #17 04/06/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 10 Edward Malila 10417

$75.00 219 Gibbons Council 2285 2285

$50.00 293 Ron Rice 2946

WEEK #18 04/13/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 106 George Flower 2610

$75.00 72 Lt Col Richard L.Shea 279

$50.00 53 Brittany Czekaj 2285

WEEK #19 04/20/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$100.00 27 Jim Candon 232

$75.00 222 Leonard Noel 2946

$50.00 100 Michael Morin 1568

WEEK #20 04/27/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

$1,000.00 244 Bernard Gladu 421

$500.00 157 Roger Dickinson 10417

$250.00 277 George Flower 2610

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com
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