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From the Vermont State Deputy

“When a child is given to his parents, a crown is made 

for that child in Heaven, and woe to the parents who 
raise a child without consciousness of that eternal 
crown!
Broadmindedness, when it means indifference to 

right and wrong, eventually ends in a hatred of what 
is right.

There are two ways of waking up in the morning. 
One is to say, 'Good morning, God,' and the other is to 
say, 'Good God, morning'!

Charity is to be measured, not by what one has given 
away, but by what one has left”

- Blessed Bishop Fulton Sheen



Worthy Brothers,

I have enjoyed writing the State Deputy news magazine articles for our state jurisdiction 
over the past 2 years!  It is always a balance of positive communication, encouragement 
and information as well as to highlight or plead for us to capture the opportunities we 
have as a jurisdiction.

Here are my reflections going into June:

1.  Membership!  At the time of this typing, we are at 102 new members. That is again, 
one of the highest numbers we've achieved in the past decade! Our target  is 120.   Can 
we get 18 new Knights in next 30 days??
I ask (and plead) that we try!  Do what you can...  remember that one man you see at 
Mass that you been thinking of asking?  How about that co-worker that you know is 
Catholic?  Please don't wait any longer... ASK someone to join and if you are shy... refer 
them to our Supreme website or ask your DD/GK for material (softcopy and pamphlets 
avail) to hand them after you ask.
Look, we did a lot of great charitable work this FY.  We have ~3443 active Knights in VT... 
but just look at your council... do you have 2+ Knights seeking every council position??  
Probably not, we need more members to keep our councils vital and healthy!

2.  Congratulations to Bishop Elect John McDermott!!  We are all so very proud and 
happy for Bishop Elect McDermott... a VT Knight of Columbus who is now a Bishop!  We 
are blessed!!!  This Monday, IPSD Steve Shover, myself and State Chaplain Fr. Tim Naples 
will present Bishop Elect McDermott with a croiser (Staff) on behalf of the VT Knights of 
Columbus. Supreme also sent Bishop Elect a nice congratulatory letter which I also 
received a copy of.

3.  Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP):  Please use this link for the online form to 
document the funds you raised for VT's Pregnancy Centers and related organizations.  
kofc.org/asap     Supreme does have a matching contribution.  Also, I think VT has 
among the highest raised funds for ASAP per capita... Typically the bigger states like NY, 
Texas, CA etc raise $50K or more.... When I reviewed the various emails that I have 
received during the FY... I believe VT KofC Councils have raised at least $20K...   If we 
consider that amount per member... that is impressive for a FY.  Please take the time to 
document to Supreme using this simple 30 second online link.   You do need the EIN for 
the organization.  I sent an email to all GKs, FS and DDs on this earlier in the week. 
Contact Lain for any questions  iaian.blamey@kofc.org

https://www.kofc.org/en/contact/asap.html


4.  Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
On May 30th, DD2 George, DD4 Chris, myself (SD) and State Chaplain Fr. Naples met 

with VT Catholic Community Foundation's Interim Executive Director Melanie Sheehan 
and Finance Director Denise Watson to review our FY 23-24 Fund's distribution.  A 
complete summary of the fund is avail.. just ask.
Here is our recommendations which we provide to the VCC:

The decision made for this year's DAF distribution was to continue to support 
youth/young adult ministry at the following levels:
1) $2,000 toward the Catholic Center at UVM (serving both UVM and 
Chaplain colleges), roughly 30%
2) $4,655.04 toward the Totus Tuus program at the Diocese, roughly 70%

5.  In the past 2 years as your State Deputy, I have certainly taken the time to thank all 
of our Brother Knights for joining our organization and those men who have stepped up 
into our much need Council, District, State and State Committee Leadership Positions!!   
I have been able to personally recognize several great Knights with the Anchor Award, 
State Deputy Merit Awards, Certificates, etc. etc.  We have so many wonderful Men in 
our organization and as I visited councils, attended meetings, installations, events, I'm 
always very happy to see what I call 'liked minded Catholic Men' who view the Knights 
as a vocation.  You never hear them say 'I'm too busy' or 'I have to ask my wife...' or 
'new job's a hassle and the kids got the flu...' (recall that song?) These are the Men who 
take leadership, support and 'ownership' of our Order to heart!  I again thank you.  I do 
want to recognize in my last news article one Knight that has ALWAYS been there for me 
whenever I or the State have needed a Leader.  You will all agree that he represents the 
best of us!  My thanks go to George Piette.  He is simply amazing and I appreciate 
everything he does for the VT KofC!!  God Bless you (and Retha) George!

6.  I want to wish our State Deputy Elect Christopher Poirier the best of luck and to his 
State Officers.  I”m excited to be the IPSD and will do my best to support SD-Elect Chris 
and the VT KofC!
7. Lastly, I want to thank my wife, Rose for her unfaltering support of the KofC!  Besides 
helping out and supporting many events in the past 2+ years, she has enable me to 
work all day and then spend a few hours each evening returning phone calls (to 
Knights), attending State and Territorial meetings and travel around the state during the 
weekends so we may attend Mass and Events at other councils.   She is very much a 
part of the KofC as all our spouses are!!

Vivat Jesus!
Jim Michael
Jim Michael (VT SD) 



When a seminarian becomes a priest, he often receives 

thousands of dollars from many congratulations cards, 

with $50 or $100 in them. I honestly have no idea how that 

precedent carries over to a bishop's ordination. But if 

anyone had the thought for such a gift, we want to make 

this preference of Bishop-elect McDermott known.

Father Tim Naples, State Chaplain





Brothers,

Again see an invitation to pray for Monsignor-Bishop-elect 

John McDermott. Here is the Memorare to St Joseph.

Remember, O most pure spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
our great protector, Saint Joseph,
that no one ever had recourse to your protection,
or implored your aid without obtaining relief.
Confiding therefore in your goodness, we come before you.
Do not turn down our petitions,
foster father of the Redeemer,
but graciously receive them.
Amen.
Monsignor McDermott’s appeal to make donations to Vermont 

Catholic Charities Emergency Aid in lieu of gifts for his 

ordination has been repeated both to parish priests, and to 

Knights.

I have repeated the message on a page of my personal 

blog. https://ubipetrusvt.com/bishop/

The menus on this page allow anyone to share with me an 

amount of a pledge, or message for the spiritual bouquet. It 

goes without saying, any brother Knight might just as easily 

email me with any similar information, questions, or ideas.

Let us keep praying, and keep doing the Lord’s work.

Vivat Jesus!

In Christ with Mary,

Fr. Timothy Naples, State Chaplain

https://ubipetrusvt.com/bishop/


Bishop-Elect McDermott’s Ordination Mass

Bishop-Elect McDermott’s Ordination Mass itself will be a ticketed event – with 

each parish getting a set number of tickets as will be very limited open seating in 

the Cathedral. We will certainly have an honor guard for the procession but will 

probably be limited in the number that processes. 

There will be a Vespers Service the night before (6 pm on Sunday, July 14 at the 

Cathedral) that will be open to the public – no tickets required. All Knights and 

their families are welcome to come. It will be at the Vespers service that the 

Bishop-Elect will greet any civic officials that attend (it’s custom to invite the 

Governor, VT Congressional Delegation, Mayor of Burlington, Police and Fire 

Chiefs, and the Adjutant General of the VTNG) as well as the area ecumenical 

and interfaith leaders.

Where assistance will most certainly be needed – beyond an honor guard – are 

folks helping greet/ushering/seating people (general crowd control inside and 

outside the Cathedral) and possibly with parking. The Cathedral and (hopefully) 

former school lot will be reserved only for people with handicapped placards, for 

Bishops and Cardinals, and certain ministers & volunteers. Otherwise, parking 

will be either at St. Mike’s College or the Hilton Waterfront – with busses bringing 

people to and from the Cathedral.

We’ll probably need upwards of 25 or so people to help with ushering (fewer for 

Vespers). Between the Cathedral ushers, student greeters, and the Knights of 

Columbus, I think we can find the necessary help. More information and an 
official request for assistance will be forthcoming from the Office of Worship.



Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son.

Brother Ramon J. Astillo Sr., 74 Yrs. of age, Member Bishop Rice Council  

2946, 43 Years of service.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html


Long-Term Care Plans Offer Peace of Mind 

Since its addition to the Order’s product portfolio in 2000, long-term care (LTC) 

insurance has provided the Knights of Columbus with an excellent opportunity to 

further serve members and their families. And, for our long-term care policy holders in 

the United States, there’s an added bonus. 

It’s called “Provider Pathway” a program offering access to a network of long-term 

care providers at discounted rates. The network includes discounts on products, such as 

hearing aids, diabetic supplies, personal emergency response systems, and durable 

medical equipment, as well as skilled nursing facilities, assisted living, and adult day 

care. 

Eligibility for participation in this program is open to Knights of Columbus long-term 

care insurance policyholders, their spouses, dependent children, parents and 

parents-in-law. Read that again. All providers are fully credentialed and meet state 

licensing requirements. 

If you haven’t yet spoken with me about long-term care insurance, you owe it to 

yourself to do so. There are a few decisions to make in choosing a “plan” — a 

comprehensive plan that covers care whether you’re at home or in a facility; daily 

benefit amounts and benefit durations (how much and how long it will last); and the 

length of the elimination period (waiting period) before it kicks-in. 

Having a professionally trained agent to help guide you through the process is yet 

another valuable benefit that comes with your membership. Take advantage of it; 

contact me today. 

David Giuliani

802-272-6009

david.giuliani@kofc.org









Vocations  RSVP

The future of our church in Vermont is directly tied to people answering God’s call to a religious 

vocation. Promoting vocations to the priesthood and religious life are high priorities of the Knights of 

Columbus. As Knights, we pledge assistance to the Church by financial and moral aid through our 

Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP). We should plan programs to promote vocations awareness 

to young people as well as council members and their families. 

The intent of RSVP is to demonstrate support for individual seminarians. RSVP support is not solely 

financial aid, and councils are asked not to base their support on the financial needs of the seminarian. 

All seminarians are worthy of support through RSVP by virtue of the fact that they are discerning a 

religious vocation, not because of their financial situation.

Please remember that with RSVP, Knights provide more than financial support; members write 

letters to the seminarians or postulants, sponsor dinners for them, invite them to join the council 

and, most importantly, pray for vocations.

I would like to give recognition to the following councils for there participation in the Refund 

Support Vocations Program by providing scholarships and moral support to the seminarians. 

Rutland Council 232,  Degoesbriand Council 279, Burlington,  St. Albans Council 297, Sheridan 

Council 421, St Johnsbury,  St. Charles Council 753, Bellows Falls, Fair Haven Council 810, Fair 

Haven, Rutland Assembly 1147,  St. Stephen’s Council 2284, Winooski,  Bishop Rice Council 

2946, Essex Jct, Rosary Council 4684, Richmond,  St. John Vianney Council 7525, So. 

Burlington, Fr. Meany & Fr. St. Onge Council 7943, Troy, Bethel Council 10241 and Milton 

Council. 10417

God Bless all of you for your dedicated work for Vocations.

Please contact me for information on a seminarian or seminarians to support or men and women who 

are novices or postulants in religious orders or religious communities.

You can E-mail me at gfbean44@yahoo.com Or call at 862-8581. Also, if you have given financial 

support to a seminarian for the year (July 1, 2023- June 30, 2024) and have not sent me a copy, please 

send me a copy of form 2863 (RSVP form) .

                  

”Vocations are Everybody's Business” Pray for Vocations.

Vivat Jesus

Jerry Bean, PSD, FDM

Vocations Director









Fr. Meany - Fr. St. Onge Council 7943's

May 15th in and out of rain, Fr. Meany - Fr. St. Onge Council 7943's Grand 

Knight George Piette, Deputy Grand Knight Richard Morrissette, Recorder 

Gerard Raboin, and Warden Normand Piette performed lawncare and tree 

removal service for the Discalced Carmelite Nuns of Vermont residence in 
Lowell.



Rosary Council 4684

The Knights of  Columbus Rosary Council held a Spaghetti Dinner fund raiser for the 
Williston Community Food Shelf on May 11th at the Immaculate Heart of Mary parish 
hall in Williston.  120 meals were served which netted $1000 for the Food Shelf
due to the generous donations of the patrons.  
Much gratitude to the Brother Knights and spouses who volunteered at the dinner, 
along with the  food donations provided by Shaw’s , Boves, Panera Bread, Hannaford, 
Costo, Jean Asselin, Bernie Ferenc, and Midge Rensch.  

KoC Spaghetti Dinner  
•Rosary Council 4684

•Richmond VT 



2023 Knights of Columbus Golf Tournament Winners
Hosted by Most Holy Trinity Parish Council 7763









Milton Council 10417
June exemplification

Left to right: Peter Lavallee PGK , Ed Malila Membership Director , Mike 

Patnode District Deputy District 1 , Roger Dickinson FN , Mike Boivin Inside 

Guard, Scott Wise Family Director, New Knights Joel Beste and Alan 

Schroeder, Bob Klem , Gille Thibault













Milton Memorial Day Services
Left to right ; Peter Lavallee PGK , Tom Curran PSD , Mike Thompson 
Advocate, Chuck Wilton PGK , Fr John Feltz Faithful Chaplain, Ed 
Malila Membership Director, Gille Thibault GK , Roger Dickinson FN 
,John Sharrow





Brother Knights;

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE JULY 1, 2024  

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com
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