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Condolences & Prayers
For our Brother Knight

Who passed away last month

Entrusted to the care of Mary, the Mother of God, we carry the Rosary as 

the sign of our dedication to her and to her Son. Confident in her motherly 

love for us all, we entrust the soul of our brother Knights to her, that she 

may present him to her Son

SK George Leblanc, 89 years-old and a 65-year 3rd Degree member of Most 

Holy Trinity Council 7763, Orleans and a 27-year member of James Cardinal 

Gibbons Assembly 1157, Newport.

FDD Sir Knight Kieth E. Grimes: Randolph Council 14351 - 81 years old - 35 

years of service, Fourth Degree, Honorary Life Member

Sir Knight John Philips Cushing, 77 years old, 19 years with Council 10417,  

( Milton ) 14 years Fourth Degree Sir Knight Assembly 2609. Grand Knight July 

2016 - June 2018

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2012/12/the-christian-cross-and-discipline.html


Theresa Ann (Leonelli) McAvinney 
passed away suddenly on the evening 
of Saturday, December 21, 2024, in 
the arms of her beloved husband. 
Born January 22, 1959, in Newark, NJ 
to Matthew and Ann Leonelli, she was 
the oldest of six children. She grew up 
in Roselle, NJ and graduated from 
Roselle High School, class of 1977.

Theresa always had a big heart, so it is no wonder she 
chose to pursue a nursing career. She graduated with an 
associate in nursing degree from Muhlenberg College and 
began her career at Elizabeth General Hospital in Elizabeth, 
NJ. For over 30 years she cared for countless patients both 
physically and spiritually.
In 1988, following a deep spiritual conversion, she began 
working in the Religious Education program at her local 
Catholic Church in Milford, NJ, which began her lifelong 
passion of serving in her church communities wherever 
she lived. Following the promptings of the Holy Spirit, she 
relocated with her two youngest daughters to the 
Northeast Kingdom in Vermont in 1995. In August 1997 
she met the love of her life, Daniel McAvinney, originally of 
Lake George, NY. Following a brief courtship, they were 
married on January 17, 1998, and she lived her remaining 
days in their old farmhouse in Westfield, VT.
Over the course of her nursing career, she worked at 
various locations and in different positions, including ICU 
at Elizabeth General Hospital, visiting nurse at Orleans 
Essex VNA, North Country Hospital at the Barton Clinic, 
nurse at Newport Correctional Facility, Our Lady of the 
Meadows in Richford, VT, 



Michaud Manor in Derby Line, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Monastery in Westfield, VT, and as director at the Meeting 
Place in Newport, VT. But her true passion was her work in 
the Church. To say she was an active member at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Catholic Church in Troy would be an 
understatement. Her motto was, “See a need, fill a need.” 
Theresa was a doer. Serving God and her community was 
her life’s work. Whatever she did, she gave 110%. She is 
best known for her role as Director of Religious Education, 
and for her music ministry and beautiful singing voice. She 
used these God given talents of teaching and singing to 
draw others to the real love of her life, Jesus Christ. She 
welcomed the stranger, exuded joy wherever she went, and 
hugged with her whole heart. In all that she did, her faith 
and love of God inspired her.
Theresa was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. 
Her sixteen grandchildren adored her, and will always 
remember her bingo games, candy rewards, ice box cake, 
making cookies together and endless games of YAHTZEE!
Theresa is survived by her husband Daniel McAvinney of 
Westfield, VT; daughters Sanene Talcott Stetter of Laguna 
Beach, CA, Christina Guertin and husband Tim of Parker, 
CO, Melissa LeBlanc and husband Justin of Newport Center, 
VT, and Lori Strauss and husband Michael of Derby, VT; 
grandchildren Emma, Jake, Corine, Joseph, Sean, Damian, 
Vincent, Simon, Jack, Mira, Samuel, Juliana, Lily, Luke, and 
Evelyn. She is also survived by her father Matthew Leonelli 
of Simpsonville, SC, mother-in-law Berne Kouba of 
Queensbury, NY, her siblings Louis Leonelli of Wurtsboro, 
NY, Philip Leonelli and wife Kirsten of Simpsonville, SC, 
Nicholas Leonelli and wife Jody of Cranford, NJ, Sr. Mary 
Matthew (Catherine Leonelli) of Manchester, NH



Matthew Leonelli and wife Sandra of Union, NJ, in-laws 
David/Cindy McAvinney, Patricia/Robert Morse, Julie/ 
William Valenza, Meredith Bub, and many aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, and cousins from around the country. 
Theresa was predeceased by her mother, Ann (Fortunato) 
Leonelli, grandson Jordan Carpenter, and father-in-law 
Gerald McAvinney.
Friends and family may call from 12 to 2 p.m. and 6 to 8 
pm on Friday January 10, 2025, at the Curtis-Britch & 
Bouffard Funeral Home, 4670 Darling Hill Rd, Newport, VT 
05855
A funeral Mass will be offered at 11:00 am on January 11, 
2025, at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church in Troy, with a 
reception to follow at the parish hall. Committal will take 
place in Spring 2025.
Donations in Theresa’s memory may be made to St. Andre 
Bessette Parish for the religious education program, PO 
Box 109, 130 S. Pleasant Street, Troy, VT 05868.



Financial Check-Up for 2025
Brother Knights, periodically reviewing your overall planning and 

protection program is essential and relatively easy with the right 

partners. Whether it’s a tax issue, market woes, inflation concerns, 

unemployment, small business options, etc. – I encourage you all to 

lean on the Knights of Columbus for that support.

To anyone who may be reading this article, please reach out for a 

review if it’s been more than 1-2 years since you’ve done a 

comprehensive analysis with a professional advisor. Having a 

dedicated agent is considered the biggest benefit of being a member 

and I’m here to serve everyone (regardless of having any KofC 

products) for all the concerns I mentioned above. Again, this is free 

of charge and is a service that could provide value to you and your 

family for generations. Please reach out today. 

On that note, to better serve this jurisdiction we need another 1 or 2 

field agents. I’ve brought it up before but now I mention it for those 

who are considering or are forced to change careers. This was not the 

path I planned in life but it has been an incredible opportunity. The 

Knights of Columbus are one of the best life insurance companies in 

the world with a very high rating among insurers in North America. 

There have been many changes at the Knights with more to come, all 

of which make for a great time to be an agent/advisor.

Happy new year and God bless you all,

David Giuliani, CLU

802-272-6009

david.giuliani@kofc.org





District Master Letter
   As the Fourth Degree prepares to celebrate the 125th anniversary of its 

inception, plans are underway for its future in the Bishop Healy Province 

and throughout the entire Order. There is much work ahead, and success 

will require the combined efforts of all of us. To mark this significant 

occasion, special celebrations and exemplifications should be planned for 
every council and assembly. 

One of the most important tasks the Order is currently working on is conducting a census of 

brother knights who served in Korea or Vietnam during the conflicts in those countries. Your 

active participation in this census is crucial. We need to accurately record the service history 

of our brothers who selflessly served their country so that they can be properly honored and 

remembered. They fulfilled their duty, and now it is our turn to ensure that their service is not 

forgotten. If you have not already surveyed your councils or assemblies, please do so as soon 

as possible and submit the results to me the District Master. This will ensure that our brothers 

from Vermont who served in these battle zones are included in the honors and remembrances 

that will take place next year. Each assembly and council is requested to survey members 

who may have served in either or both of these conflicts. Inclusion in the census is limited to 

veterans who meet the requirements established by Congress for the Korean and Vietnam 

Service Medals. These requirements are Korea: June 25, 1950 - July 27, 1953; Vietnam: July 

3, 1965 - March 28, 1973. Mass at the National Basilica of the Immaculate Conception will be 

held for veterans on April 26, 2025. Following the mass, Supreme Officers and the Board of 

Directors will lay wreaths at the Korean and Vietnam War Memorials. Certificates recognizing 

service will be delivered to surviving veterans through their councils. The deadline to respond 

to your District Master is January 31, 2025.

 

We also thank God for our Mother Mary by celebrating her Holy Day of Obligation, the Feast 

of the Immaculate Conception, on December 8th and although it is now a holy day of 

obligation, our Patroness of the Americas, Our Lady of Guadeloupe, on December 12th. Have 

you contacted your Pastor for any Honor Guard requirements during the Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day Masses? Friendly reminder it is time to submit your Assembly Individual 

Survey of Fraternal Activity Form 1728A to your Faithful Comptroller. Do not include those 

hours or activities you performed as part of your council, those should be reported on the 

Council Individual Survey of Fraternal Activity Form 1728.

 Example on calculating your hours is attached for your convenience. I am working on an 

Exemplification in the Central Vermont area on January 18, 2025. We are going to charge 

candidates $50 for the degree and $10 for anyone that comes for lunch there will be no Ladies 

program and no banquet at this one. On June 14, 2025 we will be having So. Burlington at 

ST. John Vianney church. This is the Vermont 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOURTH 

DEGREE OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS. I would like put committee together with us 

small details so that I don't have to do it all of them alone.



New whey for filling out Form 4 Instructions (online)

1. Save this form to your computer.

2. Fill in the appropriate areas on the form.

3. Enter your name and membership number in the textbox where your signature goes.

4. Save your form after filling it out.

5. Email the form to the next person. WARNING: do not print this form. If you print this form, 

sign it, and then scan the result, you will remove all the textboxes and the next person will be 

unable to fill out their portion of the form.

  I NEED your help to make it work. Our Councils have finished their October Church Drives. 

Hope fully each Assembly was able to identify 1 or 2 interested candidates

Merry Christmas! Let’s focus on the reason for the season: Remember to be kind and 

compassionate to one another as you attend social events at your councils and assemblies. It 

must be a time when we can be the best of who we are. At the end of the day, it’s truly about 

putting our hearts toward enjoying family, friends, and service to others.

think of ways to serve your community by donating presents to underprivileged children and 

families and giving veterans a gift or holiday card. Giving is always better than receiving. Be 

sure to spread the word of your charitable works through your membership. I’m confident 

you’ll receive a positive response and many helping hands. Karen and I want to wish you a 

happy, joyous Christmas season. We wish your loved ones a heartfelt safe and enjoyable 

holiday season.

God Bless our great Order, our troops, and the United States of America.

Vivat Jesus,

David A. Ely Sr.

Sir Knight David A. Ely Sr. District Master 

175 Elmwood Ave

Burlington VT, 05401 

802-862-5109  ElyFamily6@aol.com





























Milton Council 
10417

Knights helping out moving Christmas 
decorations from the garage to Saint 
Ann’s Church in Preparation of Advent 
for Kathy and Monique.

Left to right: Ed Malila, Peter Lavallee, 
Larry Lazzaro, Scott Wise , Kathy Dulac , 
Monique Ziegler.

Knights donated five turkeys to Fr. 

Joseph Sanderson at Saint Joseph 

Church in Grand Isle and five to the 

Milton Family Community .

Left to right  Gille Thibault, Fr. Joseph, 

Peter Lavallee, Fr. Joseph , Larry 

Lazzaro, Peter Lavallee, Alain Schroeder 
Gille Thibault



Milton Council 10417
Larry and Aly Lazzaro donate their time and 

baking home made food once a month after 

10:30 Mass ( coffee hour ) All money raised 

goes to help out religious educational 

students at Saint Ann’s and surrounding 

Churches that partake in the Steubenville 

retreat once a year.

Knights helping set up the 

Creche , Nativity scene and 

Keep Christ in Christmas 

Banner at the start of Advent.

Left to right : Roger Dickinson , 

Peter Lavallee, Bob Currier , 

Pat Noel , Larry Lazzaro, 

Chuck Wilton , Mike Thompson, 

Scott Wise , Toby, Ray Crowley











Brother Knights;

I thank you for all of your articles and making this newsletter a success.

I ask that all of the District Deputies and Grand Knights to PLEASE forward 

this newsletter to all of your councils and members.

Send all articles to noelmaurice2@gmail.com

NEXT ISSUE WILL BE FEBRUARY 1, 2025  

2024-25 300 Club

As of this date, I might have 3 unsold tickets. If you are interested, Please let 
me know and I will get in touch with you. After 2 drawings the following are 
winners.

WEEK #1 
12/21/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

265 Fr. Leo Bilodeau 7973

46 Butch Robbins 2832

255 Larry Gould 2832

WEEK #2 
12/28/2024 # DRAWN NAME Council #

249 David Ely Sr. 279

234 Dennis Clancy 2628

59 Doug St. Amour 4684

mailto:noelmaurice2@gmail.com
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