Council 7525 Meeting Minutes
August 14, 2025

1.  Call to Order 
Grand Knight (GK) M. Bullock called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM. 
2.  ​Opening Prayer  
Due to time constraints, Worthy Chaplain T. Naples led attendees in saying the “Our Father” prayer in place of the normally said Vespers using the Breviary (https://www.ibreviar.com). 
3.  ​Pledge of Allegiance (USA)
While facing the American flag, GK M. Bullock led attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to America. The meeting was then suspended at 6:45 PM for the exemplification. 

Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity

The Exemplification Team performed the requisite ceremony for Ed Precourt to become a 3rd Degree Knight and a new member of Council 7525. After the ceremony, each attending member welcomed Ed as a new worthy member. The Business meeting reconvened at 7:11 PM.

     	Insurance Agent Report

Dave Giuliani spoke to the attending council regarding opportunities and assistance for financial and long-term care (LTC) planning. Dave explained that people over 65 years old have a 70% chance of needing LTC (extended care) that health insurance may not cover post an event. Recommends that everyone make a plan now, which may or may not include the purchase of an insurance policy, and not wait till the day it is needed. To help devise a plan, the Knights of Columbus has a workbook available, and he has copies of that workbook. Dave also indicated that he can also help with tax and estate planning, if desired. 

4. Approval of Minutes from Prior Meeting
Worthy Brother Mike Audette motioned to approve the meeting minutes from July 10, 2025, which were previously distributed. Worthy Brother Dave Martin seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. (Note: each member received the minutes by email before the meeting.) 

5. Chaplain’s Message
Worthy Chaplain Fr. T. Naples reflected his appreciation for the insights in the words of wisdom used during the exemplification ceremony. 
6. Grand Knights Report 
GK Mike Bullock encouraged all members to read the Council Newsletter and Business Meeting Minutes for additional details.
The respective Trustees for the Council 7525 and the Assembly 2106 have completed the audits, and those reports will be e-mailed tomorrow (Aug 15).
There will be Council Bingo again on August 21st (the 3rd Thurs).   
August 23rd, St Jude Round Table Parish has a BBQ after the 4:30 PM Mass on SAT. Help needed for set-up (3 PM), cooking and clean-up.
August 24, 2025--BBQ and State Officer Installation at St. Anne’s Shrine. All are welcome. 
Cor Formation meets again on Monday, August 25, at 6:30 PM. We are all called to be students and evangelists of the Word.  
Next Holy Hour is September 5, at 3 PM. Come help us by leading a decade of the Rosary.
Council Officer Installation will be on OCT 2, at 5 PM before the Officer Meeting at SJV in the Church.
The Special People’s Party is on December 13, 2025 (Saturday) from 1 to 3 PM. Save the date.
Save the Date Invitations for Council 7525’s catered Christmas party on December 14, 2025 (Sunday) were sent out. 
7. Financial Report

The Worthy Financial Secretary reported that the Morgan Stanley Account value was $482,519.26 as of August 14, 2025.

The Worthy Treasurer provided the Treasurer’s report, which includes the following: As of July 30, 2025, the checking account balance was $21,254.08. This balance reflects the deposit of $15,000 for the new budget year. A copy of the July treasurer’s report is in the addendum located at the end of these minutes. 

8. Membership Report
We have one new member for the new fraternal year, Ed Precourt, recruited by Worthy Inside Guard Roger Fay, Jr. We must keep up recruiting efforts, as we have 10 more months to complete our annual goal. For new members, there is an opportunity to earn the Shining Armor Award. See the council newsletter for details.   
9. Other Reports (District Deputy-Mike Audette)
The District Deputy (Mike Audette) mentioned that Knights are needed to help cook on August 28 at the Newman Center. He also reported that all three councils in District 3 received the Star Council Award. He encouraged us to engage those at church and invite them to join as a knight. 
Faithful Navigator Mike Audette of Assembly 2106 announced that he has paid for the digitized imagery for the 4th Degree embroidery, and there is an opportunity to now have the 3rd or 4th Degree embroidery placed on a shirt. Place an order with Worthy Jay Benson by September 11. Please let Jay know the size and type of garment (such as a polo shirt, button-down shirt, fleece vest, or jacket), whether you are purchasing or supplying the garment, and the desired icon. If you don’t order now, the next opportunity won’t be till next year.  
10. Unfinished Business 
The Tootsie Roll drive at Saint Jude and Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parishes on August 2nd and 3rd netted an additional $491, building on the $385.00 collected at St. John Vianney on June 28-29, for a total of $876.00. Thank you, Worthy Brothers Bill Bessette, Joe Donegan, Ted Barrett, Mike Bullock, and Ray Bouchard, for assisting in this latest effort. Worthy Brother Jay Benson announced the drive for St. Catherine was set for September 7 and that Worthy Brothers Roger Faye and Ed Precourt would help him with the drive. 
St. Jude BBQ will be on August 23, 2025, after the 4:30 PM vigil Mass. We will need Council volunteers for setup, cooking, and cleanup. Set up starts at 3:00 PM. The plan is to borrow Worthy Fr. Naples/SJV’s 8X12 canopy and the grill, and Worthy Brother Joe Pranys’s grill. Worthy Deputy Grand Knight is working out the transportation details. 

11. New Business (new motions)  
After discussion, a date of Oct 2, 2025, at 5:00 PM was set for the Officer Installation ceremony. 
OLMC Sign painting. Bill Kaigle of Ye Olde Sign Shop in Milton has been retained to complete the renovation of the Church sign and provide a temporary sign during repairs.
Worthy Brother Jay Benson of the Round Table from St. Catherine Parish mentioned the “coats for kids” program, suggesting that someone speak to Fr. Baker for possible names. Adult coats may be needed, too. Worthy Brother J. Benson also noted that after rebalancing the Morgan Stanley account to 60/40, the account has increased approximately $7,000 in the last seven days. 
As previously warned, will the Council incentivize organizations like FOCUS by increasing donations in exchange for new members? 
In cases where an organization or its members, for example, Julie Sulva of FOCUS, recruits new active members for us, will the council commit to increasing our support to that organization or individual? The organization could be a parish or another charity that regularly has contact with young adult Catholic men who may be candidates for the Knights of Columbus. 
Worthy Brother Dave Martin made a motion that, if new members were recruited by Julie Sulva, an additional donation to FOCUS per recruit be provided. Worthy Brother J. Benson seconded the motion. 
After some discussion, Worthy Brother J. Benson moved to table the motion till the next business meeting. Worthy Brother Mike Audette seconded the motion to table. Motion to table till next meeting passed. Worthy Brother Ray Michaud recommended that the officers work out the details at the next officer meeting. 
12. Good of the Order
On behalf of the June Knights of the Month Jay Benson and Mike Audette, St Catherine of Siena will receive $100.    

On behalf of the June Family of the Month, Ted and Kathy Barrett, Starksboro First Response received $100.

The following were recognized for their outstanding accomplishments and contributions in July 2025:
Knight of the Month: Mike Audette (Food Delivery). Worthy FN Brother M. Audette asked that the $100 go to Saint John Vianney’s Church.
Family of the Month: Roger and Cindy Fay, Jr. (St Catherine BBQ). Worthy Brother Fay Jr. asked that the $100 check go to St. Catherine Parish. 
13. Lecturer’s Reflection
[bookmark: _Hlk145486915]Worthy Lecturer Bernie Prendergast spoke about St. John Vianney (AUG 4) and sang the song When You Come to the End of the Day.
14. Grand Knight's Summary
Please help make our events in the service of Christ successful. How might you volunteer and assist your fellow council members in carrying out our causes? 
If you need something or know of someone who needs a visit, call one of us or the office.
Please make time to visit our Knights who are ill or confined to their homes. 
If you are doing good work, let our Program Manager, Ted Barrett, know about it for our Star Council Award. (Take a photo, please.)
Use the “CARE” methodology (described in the Council Newsletter) when approaching potential new members.  
Please consider saying the Holy Rosary daily.
15. Closing Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk134549205][bookmark: _Hlk160962088]Council prayer list.

David Mangan (friend of GK), George Krol (Father of Alice Benson), Diane Mitchell, Doug Taff, Sue Victory (broken leg), Patti Hallam (Parkinson’s), Gail Ponto (broken ankle), newest Vermont Priest Rev Father Joseph Luan Van Tran, William (Bill) Bessette and Family, Terri Lavalee and Family, Pope Leo XIV, Amy Rushford, Kay and Ken Jarvis, David Bean, Sandy Michaud, Richard Labrecque, WSD Chris Poirier, Patrick Anderson, Bruce O’Neill, John (Jack) Romanoski, Lois Fontaine, Barbara Chenette (mother of Brad Chenette), Fr. Naples, Tom F., Jacobi Roulette, 1 year old Great-Grandson of Mike Audette, PGK Louis Lauzon, of St Marks, Nathan Cookson, Kenneth Limoge, SK Joe Groleau (in hospital), Abigail Jackson (leukemia), Mike and Pam Audette, Bishop John McDermott, Timothy O'Neill, Ben Fine (son-in-law of Ray Michaud), PGK Ray Miller, General success of Catholic Radio, Mason and Elizabeth Bullock, Leonard Robear, Chris Johnson, Arlene Michaud (Ray's sister), Gail Couillard, Marilyn LaCount, Friend of David Gravelin, Anthony Naples, Andre Ricard (Assembly 1157 Newport), Zak Bigelow and family, Mrs. Jackie Crosby, Niko Limnos and Family, Mother-in-law of Ronnie Sweet, William Cannon and Family, Michael Gravelin, Mark and Paulette Noyes and Family (esp. Levi age 8), John O' Brien, Cheryl Allain, Claire Myers, Kelly Jackson (daughter of late PGK Jeff Jackson), Dick and Sandy Stevens, Beth-Ann Prendergast, Mariette Nadeau, Chuck Schifilliti, Gerry Seney, Robert Gravelin, Keith Marston, Sue Cottrell, (23 year old woman fighting cancer), Chad Limoge, Vickie Linton, James Read, Gene Tofferi, Jeffrey Claude Danis and family, Stuart Fath, Wally Rooney, two anonymous brother knights, the people of Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, and an end to the wars. All clergy and religious. All victims and families of COVID-19, hurricanes, and flooding. First Responders, police, and firefighters. For a just solution in the Middle East. That pregnant women will choose life. For new members to join the Order.

For the repose of the souls of Darla Rooney and Gilberte Myers, wives of our brothers Wally Rooney and the late Archie Myers. I mention Rene Kirby as well, a local Icon and inspirational member of the disabled in our community. As far as I know, he never felt sorry for himself, making the best use of his abilities and gifts. He was an actor, appearing in the movie “Shallow Hal”. It was my pleasure to meet him in person on a business matter several years ago. For all the faithfully departed and their grieving families. May they rest in peace, and may all the families of the deceased be comforted by the promise of everlasting life in the Kingdom of Heaven.

Worthy Chaplain T. Naples led the council members in the closing prayer, using the Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney and remembering those on the council's prayer list.  

Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney 
God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service of their neighbor. Through the example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his commandment of charity and building up his Body, which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue his work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now present (our sick or in distress). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
16. ​Adjournment 

GK M. Bullock announced the meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM.

Attendance: Seventeen members attended the business meeting, including one participant joining via Zoom, plus Worthy Brother Dave Guiliani. All officers except Worthy Outside Guard Howard Kalter and Worthy Advocate Ray Miller were present. All absent officers were excused unless otherwise stipulated.
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Treasurer’s Report — July 2025
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